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As Patron of Surf Life Saving Illawarra, I would like to thank and congratulate all the lifesavers, 

supporters and staff who have contributed to keeping our beaches safe. 

 

The last 12 months has been a dynamic and rewarding time for Surf Life Saving Illawarra. 

 

In the true spirit of this vital community service, we honour lifesavers from Sandon Point Surf Life 

Saving Club who were awarded the National and New South Wales Rescue of the Month for 

September 2014 after saving a local surfer competing in a junior board riding competition who fell 

heavily and hit his head on the shallow reef.  We also honour lifesaver from Towradgi Surf Life 

Saving Club, who were awarded the National and New South Wales Rescue of the Month for January 

2015 after saving the life of a 15-year-old surfer who had found himself in difficulty in a strong rip.  

 

It was most rewarding to help Surf Life Saving Illawarra officially launch their new $48,000 "rescue 

ready" vehicle, which was purchased with funds from the Community Building Partnership program 

and I was very happy to have assisted them to obtain those funds.  

 

We now enter another long summer. As a community we must all be aware of water safety but in crisis, 

we turn to those surf life-saving volunteers who apply their skills and courage to keep us safe in the 

water and on the beach 

 

On behalf of the Wollongong and Illawarra community and its visitors, I thank you for your 

outstanding service to our community and for ensuring the safety for those who have visited our 

beaches.  

 

 
Noreen Hay MP 

Member for Wollongong 

Surf Life Saving Illawarra Patron 



 
 

  
  

 
 

PRESIDENT 

Congratulations to all members of Surf Life Saving Illawarra for another successful season.  Well done to all 

our patrolling members whose efforts ensured no lives lost for the 2nd year in succession.  We are committed to 

leading and uniting Illawarra in life saving.  Our 17 clubs strive to work jointly to own Branch outcomes and 

never lose sight of striving for excellence.  Key Branch statistics were:   

 

Rescues 377 

Emergency Callouts (13SURF) 22 

First Aids 254 

Preventative Actions 7170 

Beach Attendance 391,997 

Patrol Hours 48,257 

Total Membership 7153 Total 1481 Active 

 

In a first for Illawarra, Surf Life Saving Illawarra (SLSI) secured funding for a new state-of-the art, fully 

equipped “rescue ready” vehicle which will be on duty 24/7, enabling a more rapid response to the thousands of 

rescue operations conducted by SLSI Duty Officers and volunteers across the region every year. 

The new SLSI rescue vehicle will be used by SLSI Duty Officers when contacted by Police and other 

emergency services, when Lifesavers and Lifeguards are not on patrol, and in situations where beaches are not 

patrolled. 

Funded through the State Government Community Building Partnership and new SLSI partner, Coledale 

Camping Reserve, the arrival of a dedicated rescue vehicle represents a critical addition to the SLSI armoury. 

 

SLSI is very proud to have Noreen Hay, MP (Member for Wollongong) come on board as our Patron.   

 

Within lifesaving the Branch has been successful rebuilding its relationships with local media with media 

releases regarding dangerous surf conditions, rock fishing dangers and swimming at patrolled beaches and 

between the red and yellow flags. 

 

Thank you to all who attended and helped make our 2014-2015 Awards of Excellence a huge success.  The 

night allowed us to acknowledge and recognise the dedication and enourmous contributions members make to 

our movement.  This year we received numerous nominations, all of a very high standard.  Some significant 

Branch winners of these prestigious awards were as follows:  

 

 Junior Lifesavers of the Year April Hockey (Windang) 

  Michael Usher (Woonona)  

  Jake Beaumont (Thirroul) 

 

 Ted Marshall Memorial Lifesaver of the Year Scott Gordon (Bulli) 

 Volunteer of the Year Madeline Bow (Woonona) 

 Club of the Year Bulli & Woonona SLSC 

 

 Rescue of the Month Sandon Point and Towradgi conducted rescues that saw 

them receive State and National recognition. 

 

Congratulations to our surf sports athletes that competed so strongly the past season, medals won at State, 

National & World Championships in all forms of disciplines. Illawarra performed to the best of their ability at 

NSW Inter-Branch Championships. Members also represent New South Wales in surf, pool rescue, IRB’s & 

boats. 

 

Strong series such as the Sydney Water Surf Series & Warilla Bowls Boat Series continues to attract the best 

competitors to the area. 

 

Two Shannon Eckstein Nipper clinics & a mini ‘Race like a Champion’ carnival were also held to assist in the 

development of new & improved skills for our nippers. 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

Community engagement was also evident with the Sea Cliff Ocean Challenge (ocean skis) held at Bulli for the 

first time & now on the Paddle NSW series calendar for next season. 

 

In surf sports the greatest honour is to represent your country and this season we had 6 members from Bulli 

SLSC do this.  Keith Caldwell as Team Manager for the Australian Open Life Saving Team that contested 

Rescue 2014 France and the Bulli Open Men’s Boat Crew (Shane Geloven, Dean Roberts, Heath Mercer, Ben 

Lowe & Adam Barlow) contesting the Trans Tasman Boat Series in NZ. 

 

A new initiative on the radar for next season is a Surf Sports Development Program for U12-U19 in surf/beach 

disciplines. 

 

The success of the Education Portfolio continued during the season through improvements in key award areas 

with a total of 187 new bronze members for 20154-2015 season. 

 

SLSI would like to acknowledge and thank the following for their invaluable support:  BlueScopeWIN, Sydney 

Water, Wollongong City Council, Coledale Camping Reserve, NSW Government, Risk Response & Rescue and 

Nissan Warrawong. 

 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank Peter Evert (Deputy President), Bill Seay (Advisor) and the 

Directors of Surf Life Saving Illawarra: Anthony Turner (Lifesaving), Craig St George & Joanne Massey 

(Education), James Naughtin (Member Services), Maria Caldwell (Finance) and David Greene (Surf Sports) for 

their dedication and continued support throughout the season.  Due to unforeseen circumstances Craig St 

George was unable to continue in his role and we welcomed Joanne Massey who volunteered to be our Director 

of Education.  At our Election Meeting in May Joanne was re-elected as Director of Education and Keith 

Caldwell as our Director of Surf Sports.  Thank you to Craig St George and David Greene for their dedication 

and immense input that helped our Branch achieve success.  Thank you also to Carl Nottage and Maria Sewell 

for their dedication and ongoing support. 

 

We are looking forward to an even bigger and better 2015/16 season. 
 

 
Val Zanotto 

President 



 
 

  
  

 
 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

 
Relationship with Wollongong City Council: 

Through our ability to maintain active relationships with Wollongong City Council representatives, SLSI were able to 

assist with rolling out the action plan for the WCC Coastal Dune Management Strategy this year. The action plan delivering 

on our lifesaving primary concerns of “Line of Sight” and “Beach Access” was adopted by the Wollongong City Council 

Ordinary meeting in March 2014. During last season the first Dune (re)profiling exercises were completed at Woonona 

Beach. This year further beach improvements were seen with Towradgi beach improvements completed, with Corrimal & 

Fairy Meadow mapping planning in place (programmed for execution in 2016).  

 

Further to the Dune Management strategy this year saw the Launch of “Green Army”, a group of unemployed youth who 

will under the guidance of WCC carry out ongoing Vegetation management. With further budgetary support from WCC, 

clubs should see continued improvements that will be witnessed at most beaches in the Illawarra. 

 

Within the agenda of our SLSI_WCC Liaison meetings Surf Club building infrastructure issues have been highlighted for 

discussion. In the WCC 2016 budget year an externally run study will report on all the 17 surf club building infrastructure 

life cycle issues. The results of this study will assist in allocating funding for ongoing Surf Club Building Maintenance, and 

setting Capital Expenditure priorities for all clubs into the future. 

 

Duty Officer Vehicle: 

After years of hard work by many people in the Illawarra I was extremely pleased to see this year the purchase of a Dual 

cab 4WD vehicle for the Duty Officers. This vehicle will be used to facilitate the transportation of essential surf rescue 

equipment, provide transport for volunteer lifesavers / duty officers, allow access to (remote) beaches and facilitate the surf 

rescue of members of the local communities and visitors to the beaches, 24 hours per day, 7 days a week. Many thanks to 

the key sponsors of this vehicle: Coledale Camping Reserve, and Noreen Hay, Wollongong MP. 

 

Congratulations to all lifesavers for season 2015 and I wish everyone all the best for season 2016. 

 
 

 
 

Peter Evert 

Deputy President 



 
 

  
  

 
 

LIFE SAVING 
 
Surf Life Saving Illawarra has enjoyed another successful season, thanks to the effects of our 17 Life Saving Clubs. 

 

Our members continue to show their strengths by providing some of the highest standards of patrolling along the Illawarra 

coastline. 

 

Due to the vigilance and service of lifesavers and lifeguards we can report that “No Lives Were Lost” on Illawarra beaches 

for a second year in a row. 

 

2014/15 seasons stats: 

Preventative Actions : 7170 

Rescues : 377 

First Aid : 254 

Emergency Call Outs : 22 

Coastal Drownings : 0 

Attendance (Sundays/Public Holidays) : 391,997 

Patrol Hours : 48,257 

 

Illawarra’s lifesaving services maintained roving patrols away from the traditional flagged areas to unpatrolled locations 

using the Support Operations crews (RWC) based at Coalcliff, Coledale, Towradgi, North Wollongong and Windang. 

 

Another addition to Support Operations is a fully equipped “rescue ready” vehicle that is able to rapidly provide emergency 

assistance at patrolled and non patrolled locations.  The vehicle carries comprehensive equipment including defibrillator, 

oxy viva, first aid kits, spinal board, stiff neck collars and lifesaving equipment such as rescue board, rescue tubes, 

lifejackets, dye packs, Flir camera, low light IRB kits, incident command post and communications. 

 

Thank You to Noreen Hay, MP who through the State Government Community Building Partnership and Coledale 

Camping Reserve who contributed major funds towards the fully equipped vehicle.  Thank you also to Risk Response+ 

Rescue and Nissan for their support as well. 

 

  
 

Development Programs including the Life Saving Exchange Program held over the Australia Day Long Weekend in 

Sydney, provide a variety of lifesaving experiences to future patrol captains from clubs in the Illawarra, saw 3 Illawarra 

members attending, viz Benjamin Clarke (Woonona), Joshua Clarke (Woonona) and Mitchell Bath (Windang). 

 

The New Zealand Lifesaving Exchange Program has operated since 2010 and provides participants with an opportunity to 

develop and share their lifesaving experiences at an international level.   Congratulations to Mitchell Bath who was selected 

as an Exchange Representative to New Zealand. 

 

Facilitators for the Life Saving Exchange Program were Stephanie McGuinness (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) and Anthony 

Turner (Thirroul). 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Congratulations to Woonona SLSC being named Club of the Year for 2014/15 and Towradgi SLSC being awarded the 

BlueScopeWIN Patrolling Efficiency Programme Patrolling Club of the Year for 2014/15. 

 

Rescues of the Month were awarded to: 

 

Sandon Point SLSC  State and National Rescue of the Month winner  September 2014 

Towradgi SLSC  State and National Rescue of the Month winner  January 2015 

 

These awards identify and rewards excellence in lifesaving operations. 

 

Well done to all members involved and awarded citations this season. 

 

Congratulations to Scott Gordon (Bulli) receiving the Ted Marshall Memorial Lifesaver of the Year Award.  

Congratulations also to April Hockey (Windang) and Michael Usher (Woonona) receiving the Junior Lifesaver of the Year 

Award. 

 

SLSI Duty Officers/Support Operations crews continued to improve training/rescue techniques, search/rescue procedures 

and working along other emergency services. 

 

21 Dec14 Attended Combined Exercise at Garie and Era (Royal National Park) with Illawarra LEMC, NSW 

Ambulance, RFS, NSW Water Police 

 

22 Jan 15 Attended Windang – exercises on water with NSW SES, SLSI Duty Officers/Support Operations (RWC), 

Westpac Lifesaver Helicopter and NSW Police Rescue 

 

     
 

15-Mar 15 NSW SES/SLSI Tsunamisafe Presentation at Wollongong City SLSC. 

 

16-17 May 15 Emergeny Services Camp at Killalea (SAREX) 140 emergency services members attended the weekend. 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

4 July 15 Support Operations (RWC) Duty Officers Training day at Towradgi.  Other agencies included the 

Westpac Lifesaver Helicopter, NSW Maritime and NSW Police Rescue that provided presentations and 

discussion to SLSI members 

 

 

 

 

 

SLSI continues to build relationships with other emergency services with ongoing training and meetings with local 

emergency management committees to improve efficiencies between all services. 

 

Thank you to Joanne Massey, SLSI’s Director of Education, and her team of Facilitators, Assessors and Training Officers 

for all their hard work in keeping lifesaving education at such a professional level.  Members of our Education Team 

provide a variety of training and new opportunities to our members that continue to enhance new skills and knowledge to 

future lifesavers. 

 

Finally, I would like to pass on my appreciation to the 17 surf life saving clubs, SLSI Executive and Branch office staff for 

a great 2014-2015 season. 

 

 

 
Anthony Turner 

Director of Surf Life Saving 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Congratulations to all members of SLSI for concluding another successful season. Education saw many achievements this 

season with; 

 

New bronze members for 2014/ 2015 season = 187 

Total new awards trained for 2014/ 2015 season = 349 

 

SLSI is privileged to have a dedicated group of Trainers, Assessors and Facilitators who continue to strive for consistency 

and quality in all courses delivered.  

 

Achievements include; 

 

 Delivering many Community Education workshops and Surf Education talks 

Towradgi West Wyalong School and Life without Barriers 

Corrimal Coolgardie Childcare centre SCARF Refugees 

Multicultural Day and Wilton Public School 

Bellambi SCARF refugees Multi cultural day 

Windang Able Nippers 

Coledale  Clontarf Foundation 

Nth Wollongong assisted SLSNSW Academy staff providing water 

safety for Blackspot presentations 

SLSI Coniston Public School Fete and CPR/ First Aid 

training delivered at Sydney Wet n Wild.  
 

 Member development and upgrade training 

TAE upgrade workshops 

HLTAID upgrade workshops 

Duty Officers skill set (including pain management) 

Advanced courses such as RWC Support Ops 7 new members 

Combined club courses to ensure all members have an equal 

opportunity to training 

Annual Support Ops training day 

  

 Initiatives 
There are many individual club initiatives Illawarra Clubs have implemented and are currently working on including; 

Windang's able nippers inclusion training, SLSI Education Development Day funded through SLSNSW EVSS grant, 

Developing more Community Education programs and directly supporting CTO'S with a model of an Education team 

rather than one individual. 

 

 Directors attending SLSNSW 2015 Combined conference at Belrose. 

A great opportunity to obtain professional development and network with other Branches. 

 

 Trainers Assessors and Facilitators 

Commencing 2015 we successfully ran a Training Officers certificate course and also developed members with external 

training qualifications. Having commenced the season with 77 TAF’s we are pleased and proud to report we now have 93 

members endorsed and/or being mentored in our Education and training. This increase alleviates pressure from our CTO’s 

and adds depth and knowledge to our education team. Significant focus will continue in mentoring and member 

development of new trainers and assessors. 

A huge thank you to all involved in training and education over 2014/ 2015, Looking forward to a great 2015/ 2016 season. 

 

 
Joanne Massey 

SLSI Director of Education 



 
 

  
  

 
 

MEMBER SERVICES 
 

Junior Activities Membership 
Our strength within Juniors continue to increase with 3237 Nippers (5-13 years) registered for the 2014/2015 season across 

the Branch. This represents 46% of our member base within the Illawarra. They continue to be an invaluable asset of our 

Branch.  
  

Member Development 
  

Junior Lifesavers of the Year (JLOTY) 2014 
Congratulations to the Jake Beaumont (Thirroul SLSC), Michael Usher (Woonona SLSC) and April Hockey (Windang 

SLSC) for being awarded the 2014/15 Junior Life Savers of the Year.  Winners represeneted the Illawarra at the Surf Life 

Saving NSW Junior Lifesaver of the Year Program. Feedback from the program recognized the invaluable contribution 

participants made.  
 

SLSNSW Development Programes 

Illawarra Branch was fortunate enough during the season to secure a place for all members who applied to attend 

Development Programs with SLSNSW and SLSA. 

Congratulations to all program paricipants.   
  

Youth Opportunity Makers Workshop  
Katelyne Bath - Windang SLSC 

Charlie-Faye Blackstock – Windang  SLSC 

Chloe Bell – Helensburg-Stanwell Park SLSC  
  

18-25 Development and Network Program  
Eliza Gottaas-Healey – North Wollongong SLSC 

Hugh Gagan – North Wollongong SLSC 

Karissa James – Woonona SLSC  
 

SLSA National Leadership College  

Shannon Fox – Wollongong City SLSC 

Madeline Bow – Woonona SLSC 
 

SLSA Masterclass   
Rachel Dixon – Woonona 
 

SLSNSW Facilitators 

Stephanie McGuninees - JLOTY Co-coordinator 

James Naughtin – JLOTY Co-coordinator 
 

Quality Club Program 
In the 2012/13 Season Woonona SLSC Achieved Silver Level and this was maintained throughout the 2014/15 Season. 
 

Member Recognition 
 

SLSNSW Awards of Excellence 
Community Education Program of the Year – “Project 291” of Bellambi SLSC  
 

Illawarra Branch has continued its success within Member Services and it has been a pleasure to be involved within this 

portfolio. 
 

 
James Naughtin 

Director of Member Services 



 
 

  
  

 
 

SURF SPORTS 
 
Congratulations to all competitors who attended the Sydney Water Series in its 13th year with over 

1000 competitors in attendance. Thank you to the organizing committee who managed this series. We 

also held a Iron Man Qualifying round known as the Summer of Surf Series at the Thirroul round, 

which was a first time. 

Thanks to Ian Picton and his management team with their efforts with organizing the branch 

team. Well done to all the athletes on representing your branch. 

Unfortunately the junior carnival was cancelled due to severe surf warnings and conditions. 

The same outcome with the Branch Championships, but thankfully we were able to reschedule it to an 

alternative date with good numbers attending. 

Congratulations to all who attended the State and Australian titles, especially the competitors who won 

medals, well done on your great efforts. 

We also had members who gained selection in State and Australian Teams. A list of these members is 

located in the annual report. Special mention to the Bulli Men’s Open Boat crew of Shane Geloven, 

Dean Roberts, Heath Mercer, Ben Lowe & Adam Barlow who represented Australia at the Trans 

Tasman Boat Test Series in New Zealand and Bulli’s Keith Caldwell who managed the Australian 

Open Life Saving Team at Rescue 2014 in France.     

Thanks to all new officials who attended our carnivals and to our experienced ones who give their time 

up so our competitors can compete without officials these carnivals cannot proceed. 

Huge thanks to Mick Jennett, Keith and Maria Caldwell for their assistance and help over my time as 

Director of Surf Sports. 

 
 

 
David Greene 

Director of Surf Sports 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

This year’s Interbranch Championships were hosted by the Catherine Hill Bay club on the 13th and 14th of 

December. Unfavourable surf conditions resulted in the carnival being moved to the more protected beach of 

Swansea Belmont. Firstly, I would like to thank all the team members and their families for their understanding 

and efforts to make the switching of competition areas as easy as possible. 

 

This year’s team was short on numbers mainly in the 17, 19 and Open water areas. This left the team unable to 

compete in a number of crucial events. Putting this aside, I would like to thank the 17, 19 and Open team 

members that did compete for their efforts both in competition and in camp. All of our younger team members 

were confidently guided and shown how to compete and represent SLSI at larger championship carnivals. 

During the two day carnival all the Illawarra team members competed to their highest ability and on most 

occasions finished with great results. 

 

These results highlighted the fantastic job done by our Coaches and Assistants.  David Briggs, head water coach, 

and assistant water coach, Tate English (who accepted a late call up) did a fantastic job nurturing our team and 

running training sessions in the month leading up to the carnival. Their knowledge, skill and commitment were 

second to none. 

 

 Our Beach team was again coached by Daniel Robberds and this year he was assisted by former team member 

Blake Drysdale. Our Beach team have dominated this carnival for many years and it was very pleasing to see an 

emergence of the younger beach competitors coming through into the team. Daniel and Blake’s skills are looked 

upon by many other branch coaches, as leaders in their field. 

 

With the emphasis on team building and team bonding to strengthen team results, our Chaperones played an 

important role in the weeks leading up to and over the carnival weekend. Dianne Gillett and Laura Humphries 

did an amazing job gaining full respect of all members of the team .This lead to a cohesive weekend as we 

worked around venue changes and time schedules. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

All carnivals don’t run without the dedicated officials. We have been extremely lucky to have had many 

involved with this team over a number of years but two stand out.  Kevin Starling and Mark Thompson 

officiated again on both days during the event. Not much is made of this fact but we are extremely fortunate to 

have these two guys as part of our team. 

 

Finally down to my new assistant manager Anne Walton- you are a trooper. You were always there when a job 

needed doing and then got it done. This allowed me to be able to concentrate on managing the whole team over 

the weekend and throughout the carnival. Next year’s manager would be crazy not to again include you in their 

management team. 

 

To the families that stayed at Camp Breakaway again another Big thanks. Your involvement with the team 

during the preparation of all the meals and for transporting team members to and from the carnivals venues 

made the weekend run much smoother.   

 

To our hosts at Camp Breakaway, our base for the last two seasons, a big thank you. Not one of our team 

members or accompanying families who stayed in you resort over the past two seasons could fault your facility. 

Your staff were first class and always happy to be of assistance. For me during the booking stages this was 

crucial. 

 

Congratulations must also go to Daniel McKellar for his selection in the NSW Interstate team which competed 

against other states and territories on the 23rd January at Newport Beach. 

 

After four seasons as manager of this team and the previous two as assistant manager, it is time for me to stand 

aside and allow a new breed to come in and guide this team to bigger and better things. For me it has been a 

pleasure being part of this team and representing the Illawarra Branch.  

 

To all the management and coaching staff that have been with me over the last six seasons - Thank You. 

 

To the competitors/team members - Congratulations and well done on the way that you have represented your 

branch. 

 

May your future seasons be successful and Go Illawarra  
 
 

 
Ian Picton 

Team Manager 



 
 

  
  

 
 

2014-2015 NSW REPRESENTATIVES – SURF SPORTS 

 

2014 SLSNSW Pool Rescue Development Team: 

Kiah Taylor - Bulli 

Abbey Dawson - Bulli 

Daniel St George - Bulli 

 

2014 SLSNSW Talented Athlete Program (TAP): 

Kaimana Fittock - Bulli 

Meghan Fox - Wollongong City 

Zara Sharman - Bulli 

Michel Tapia - North Wollongong 

 

2014 SLSNSW Beach High Performance Clinic: 

Katie Mott - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Avalon Punch - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Brock Scrivener - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Laura Shorter - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Siobhan Dibley – Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Blake Drysdale - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Laura Humphries – Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

Alana Humphries - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

 

2015 SLSNSW Inter-State Team:  

Daniel McKellar - Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

2014 SLSNSW IRB Team:  

Kathy Foster - Thirroul 

 

2014 SLSNSW IRB DEVELOPMENT Team: 

Bridgette Lockhart - Thirroul 

 

2015 SLSNSW Australian Surf Rowers League: 

U23 Bulli Men’s Crew 

Barry Lowe - Albert Smeaton – Iszak Lunney- Kyle Mercer- Toby Allnutt  

 

U23 Austinmer Women’s Crew 

Nicki Kresevic, Phoebe Roman, Madi Brown, Amelia Verry & Jack Patison (Sweep) 

 

U19 Austinmer Men’s Crew 

Hayden Brown, Jake Brackenreg-Cooper; Liam Jones; Brock Walsh and Jack Patison (Sweep) 



 
 

  
  

 
 

SLSI 2014-2015 AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES  

RESCUE 2014 FRANCE  

 

Congratulations to Bulli’s Club President Keith Caldwell on his appointment as Team Manager of the Open 

Australian Life Saving Team that contested the 2014 World Life Saving Championships in France last 

September. This event known as Rescue 2014 brings together the best athletes in the world contesting surf & 

pool rescue events. Unfortunately the New Zealand Life Saving Team continued on their way as World 

Champions due to 4 athletes being Olympian’s and dominating in the pool rescue events, Australia fought back 

in the surf events, but the lead was too great and New Zealand deserved their victory.  

 

TRANS TASMAN BOAT SERIES  

BULLI OPEN MEN’S CREW 

(Shane Geloven-Dean Roberts-Heath Mercer-Ben Lowe-Adam Barlow)   

    

Congratulations to Bulli Men's A Boat Crew consisting of Shane Geloven (sweep) Ben Lowe Heath Mercer 

Dean Roberts & Adam Barlow (filling in for Dan Porra) on being selected as the Australia Life Saving 

representative Open Men's crew for the Trans Tasman Test Series in New Zealand in February 2015.  To say the 

boys were excited was an understatement.  The crew had an emphatic win in the Trans-Tasman series at Waihi 

Beach, New Zealand, beating the Kiwi crew Piha 3-0.  To add further misery to locals, the Bulli Boys also won 

the final at the North Island championship, held in conjunction with the Trans-Tasman event. 

 

This is the second Bulli crew in its history that has been selected to represent Australia in a Trans Tasman 

Series, the first being back in 1991 Robbie Meijer, Mark Davies, Peter McLaren, Rodney Mercer & Chris 

Mercer. Rod (father) & Heath (son) now representing Australia 24 years apart, how good is that.  Bulli has a 

strong history with members representing Australia in surf sports, education & lifesaving, 22 members on 49 

occasions over their 102 years of history that have gone on and represented our country.    
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BOATS 

The Australian Championships bought an end to another good season for Illawarra boat crews, following is a summary of 

the results achieved by local crews: 

Warilla Bowls Surf Boat Series: 

The 2014-15 season saw 81 crews compete in the 16th year of the Warilla Bowls Surf Boat Series of which 42 were from 

Illawarra clubs. This season, an invitation was given to Sydney Branch clubs to compete and 16 crews came down.  

The overall series placegetters were: 

Placing OPEN MEN OPEN WOMEN UNDER 19 

1 Bulli Gold Austinmer Blue Austinmer Blue 

2 Austinmer Blue Helensburgh Stanwell Park Wanda 

3 Corrimal Black Batemans Bay Corrimal String Beans 

4 Austinmer White Nth Wollongong Nth Cronulla Gold 

5 Windang Wongs Woonona Broulee 

6 Port Kembla Port Kembla Batemans Bay 

 UNDER 23 MEN UNDER 23 FEMALES RESERVES 

1 Bulli Gold Wollongong City Thunder Corrimal Creeps 

2 Corrimal Black Corrimal Clovers Gerringong 

3 Wollongong City  Corrimal Seacups Corrimal Pistons 

4 Nth Cronulla Red Nth Cronulla Red Windang 

5 Nth Cronulla Blue Nth Wollongong Corrimal Comb Overs 

6 Woonona Woonona Nth Wollongong 

 VETERANS 

1 Austinmer Blue 

2 Nth Cronulla Old Vets 

3 Gerringong VB’s 

4 Nth Cronulla Vets 

5 Kiama  

6 Narooma 

The winner of the overall club point-score was Corrimal with Austinmer running second. 

Branch Championships: 

Nth Wollongong hosted the Branch Championships.  Results were as follows: 

 First Second Third 

OPEN MEN Bulli Corrimal Black Corrimal U23’s 

OPEN WOMEN Helensburgh Stanwell Park North Wollongong Wollongong City Juggernauts 

UNDER 19 Not held   

UNDER23 MEN Corrimal Black Bulli Windang Birdwatchers 

UNDER 23 WOMEN Wollongong City Thunder Corrimal Clovers Corrimal Seacups 

RESERVES Corrimal Creepers North Wollongong Bulli 

180+MEN Bulli Port Kembla  

State Championships: 

Illawarra crews performed exceptionally well at the State Championships held at Umina/Ocean Beach. The finals were held 

in very demanding conditions. 

Placings were: 

 Open Men: 1st Bulli Gold 

  2nd Austinmer Blue 

 Open Women: 1st Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

  2nd Austinmer Blue 

 Under 19: 3rd Austinmer Blue 

 Under 23 Women: 1st Austinmer Blue 

  4th Wollongong City 

Under 23 men: 5th Bulli Gold 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

ASRL Open: 

Crews competed under challenging conditions and following are Illawarra’s results: 

 Under 23 Women: 1st Austinmer Blue 

  5th Woonona 

  6th Wollongong City Thunder 

 Under 23 Men: 3rd Bulli Gold 

 Open Men: 4th Bulli Gold 

 Open Women: 4th Helensburgh Stanwell Park 

 

Australian Championships: 

The Championships were held at Tugan on the Gold Coast and while all our crews performed very well, the final results 

were less than anticipated with one gold and one silver medal. 

 Open Men: 2nd Bulli Gold 

 Boat Relay: 1st Austinmer 

 

Ocean Thunder: 

Four Illawarra clubs, Austinmer, Corrimal and Helensburgh Stanwell Park and Port Kembla, competed in the Beko Ocean 

Thunder series in season 2014/15 

In the Men’s division, Corrimal swept by Peter Scott finished a close second the Currumbin while Bulli (Shane Geloven 

finished 4th and Austinmer (Jack Patison) 6th. 

Illawarra Womens crews were outstanding in the series. Helensburgh Stanwell Park swept by Mark Lea were the eventual 

winners followed closely by Austinmer Blue swept by Jack Patison in second place. 

These were exceptional efforts by all the crews. 

 

 

 
John Masters 

Branch Boat Advisor 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

SLS ILLAWARRA OFFICE HOLDERS 2014-2015 

 

President Val Zanotto 

Deputy President Peter Evert 

Director of Lifesaving Anthony Turner 

Director of Finance Maria Caldwell 

Director of Education Craig St George / Joanne Massey 

Director of Member Services James Naughtin 

Director of Surf Sports David Greene 

President’s Advisor William (Bill) Seay OAM 

Branch Councillors Steven McDonald (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) 

 Bindi Adams (Scarborough-Wombarra) 

 Grant Smith (Coalcliff) 

 Anthony O’Donoghue (Coledale) 

 Jack Patison (Austinmer) 

 Jeff Body (Thirroul) 

 The Late Owen Davies (Sandon Point) 

 Keith Caldwell (Bulli) 

 Stacey Paddon (Woonona) 

 Craig Kershaw (Bellambi) 

 Tony Cartwright (Corrimal) 

 Adriana Gervaise (Towradgi) 

 Ermes Raccanello (Fairy Meadow) 

 Lance Tarrant (North Wollongong) 

 Michael Jennett (Wollongong City) 

 David Erskine (Port Kembla) 

 Matt Quince (Windang) 

 

BOARD OF LIFESAVING 

 

Duty Officers Co-ordinator Anthony Turner 

Duty Officers Lachlan Pritchard ILL 11  

Stuart Massey ILL 12  

Anthony Turner ILL 13 

Todd Johnston ILL 14 

Scott Gordon ILL 15  

Peter Evert ILL 16  

Gunther Enthaler ILL 17  

James Naughtin ILL 18  

Mitchell Bath ILL 19 

Patrol Audit Co-ordinators Jeremy Kuiper/Kate Balding 

Patrol Audit Team Kate Balding Coledale 

 Gunther Enthaler Austinmer 

 Peter Evert Woonona 

 Phil Geary Woonona 

 Jeremy Kuiper Fairy Meadow 

 Todd Johnston Corrimal 

 

RWC Co-ordinator Daren Weidner 

 

RWC Operators Coalcliff RWC Team 

 Barry Allen (Team Leader) 

 Adam McAughey 

 Grant Smith 

 Leo Stevens 

 Coledale RWC Team 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 Daren Weidner (Team Leader) 

 Rob Arthur 

 Steve Yew 

 Dave Fittock 

 Anthony O’Donaghue 

 Thirroul RWC Team 

 Lachlan Pritchard (Team Leader) 

 Anthony Turner 

 Phil Geary 

 Peter Evert 

 Noel Freeman 

 Scott Gordon 

 Rachel Fenwick 

 Towradgi RWC Team 

 Don Allen (Team Leader) 

 Tony Cartwright 

 Mick Humberstone 

 Todd Johnston 

 Cameron Rae 

 Rob Lumby 

 Windang RWC Team 

 Jayson Norris (Team Leader) 

 Mitchell Bath 

 Daniel Bevan 

 Richard Walsh 

 Mark Luhr 

 Anthony Luhr 

 

  

LIFE MEMBERS 

 

Jack Cahill* 

Ted Marshall BEM* 

George Hanley* 

Allen Figtree* 

Gordon Worland* 

Frank Tier*  

Les Scoble* 

Mark Martin*  

Alec Davidson* 

Gil Grant OAM* 

Con Asmussen MBE* 

George Critcher * 

Ron Middleton* 

 

*deceased 

Charlie Smith* 

Jack Mawson* 

Hal Williamson* 

Don Rodgers OAM* 

Bert Thompson* 

Les Lanyon * 

Bill Carr * 

Neville Dingwall 

Ray Bradley* 

Laurie Kelly AM 

Keith Dingwall* 

Don Moir* 

Bob Little OAM 

 

 

Ron Bradley OAM 

Don Gray OAM 

John Meehan OAM 

Col Laughlin OAM* 

Glenn Fowler* 

John Masters 

Evan Griffiths OAM 

Ken Sweeny* 

Robert White 

Jeff Lucke 

Don Allan 

William Seay OAM 

Jim Starkey 

 

Jeff Venning 

Ian Foreman 

Hank Van Stuivenberg 

Don Harris  

Alan Parsons 

Gina Crick 

Kevin Crick 

David Denton 

Larry Jennett OAM 

Don McAlister 

Terry Hagan 

Keith Caldwell 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

HELENSBURGH-STANWELL PARK 

  

 

This report is to highlight the achievements and 

conduct of Helensburgh-Stanwell Park Surf Life 

Saving Club in its 108th season of serving the public 

and providing a safe environment for the pubic to use 

Stanwell Park Beach, training life savers, competing 

at surf carnivals and providing a breeding ground for 

future life savers. 

 

The season was a year of change for the club, with 

grassroots initiatives transforming Nippers Pointscore, 

and the Annual Presentation function and the Patrol 

Members Dinner. 

 

The past few seasons had seen a big drop off in the 

number of members attending the Patrol Dinner and 

the Annual Presentation function, with members 

attending one or the other but not both. Change was 

needed and there was a push from members to hold a 

function that celebrated the club’s competition, 

patrolling and education achievements in one special 

event. The Helensburgh-Stanwell Park Surf Life 

Saving Club Awards of Excellence Night was the 

result. The event even resulted in the renaming of 

club awards to line up with Branch, State and 

Australian Awards of Excellence criteria. During the 

planning phase the committee hoped that 150 people 

would attend, thinking it would get 100, but the event 

sold out and then some with the final figure being 174 

attendees….an awesome result, and it was a fabulous 

evening. Congratulations to everyone who received 

an award and good luck at the Illawarra Awards of 

Excellence and beyond. Thank you to all the club 

members, family members and friends who turned up 

to make the event what it was. 
 

 
 

Nippers Pointscore has for a long time been Beach 

and Water Events, and when the weather was off 

Education. The Junior Committee instigated a change 

to have 4 session each week consisting of Surf Skills, 

Water, Beach and Education. Surf Skills aimed at 

getting the Nippers into the water in a non-

competitive environment and having become more 

familiar with the surf. The addition of the weekly 

Education session was to have a structured approach 

to the Nippers gaining their various Surf Awareness 

Awards instead of the ad-hoc sessions in previous 

years. From all reports the nippers, parents and 

committee are more than happy with the new 

program and will be running it again next season. 

Congratulations to the Junior Committee for this 

initiative, and they were due recognised by being 

awarded Initiative of the Year. 

 

In a season that saw more than 30,000 people attend 

Stanwell Park Beach, the more than 130 life savers 

who signed onto a patrol during the season can 

proudly boast that they contributed to another season 

with “No Lives Lost” during patrolling hours on 

Stanwell Park Beach. Aaron Abela in his second 

season as Club Captain, supported by Patrol Secretary 

Peter McDonald managed the clubs 8 patrols and 

active reserve members. With more than 30 members 

achieving 100% Patrol Attendance shows the 

dedication of the clubs life savers. 
 

 
 

Patrols were boosted this season by some new 

equipment. The long awaited for Patrol Trailer. No 

longer do patrol members need to hand carry the 

growing list of equipment down onto the beach to 

setup patrol. The Patrol Trailer contains Rescue 

Boards, Tubes, First Aid Kit, Air Bag, Defibrillator, 

Spinal Board, Signal Flags, and Patrol Flags. The side 

folds up to provide shade and there is a 3m long 

bench seat for patrol members to sit and observe the 

beach. Funds for the Patrol Trailer were donated by 

Tradies Helensburgh, we thank them very much for 

their support.  

 

The “2508” IRB was launched during the season, 

named “2508” in recognition of the tremendous 

community support that the club has received over 

many years. The launch was attended by many life 

members, club members and representatives from the 

local communities, including State Member for 

Heathcote Lee Evans, Helensburgh Rural Fire Service 

Captain Aaron West, Anne-Maree Connelly from 

Helensburgh Public School, Lynn Bedwell from 

Stanwell Park Public School and Tradies Director 

Philip Bowering. It was good to see so many people 

come to witness an on-going traditional of rolling the 

IRB on launch day. 

 

Kristina Ridley was recognised as the clubs Life 

Saver of the Year for her ongoing dedication to 

patrolling Stanwell Park Beach. She is an active 

member of patrol, always at the water’s edge, has a 

great repour with the local community, encourages 



 
 

  
  

 
 

younger patrol members to patrol more actively and 

says that she is doing patrol just to put back into the 

community. Kristina also is part of the Stanwell Park 

Ocean Challenge Committee, and has been able to 

encourage other community members to engage in 

the organising of the event. She is never afraid to get 

in and have a go. 

 

Ryan Van Zyl was awarded Junior Life Saver of the 

Year. Ryan is strong contributor to every patrol he 

attends, and his board paddling and swimming 

strength are vital to a patrol. He is consistently on the 

water’s edge actively patrol. He has is always on 

hand to help out with Water Safety, training Surf 

Rescue Certificates candidates, IRB Crewing, and all 

facets of club life. 

 

The club is fortunate to have two such fine life savers 

patrolling Stanwell Park Beach. Of course there are 

many other fine members of the club who contribute 

to both patrols and club life, and their efforts are 

recognised and valued by the club and the community. 

The club thanks all members who signed onto a patrol 

this season for their contribution and dedication. 

 

This season is the end of the current Life Saving 

Agreement between the club and Surf Life Saving 

NSW. The agreement currently mandates that patrols 

are performed on Saturday and Sunday. The Saturday 

requirement is being challenged by not only the club, 

but also Surf Life Saving Illawarra and the associated 

clubs. The clubs position being that with Wollongong 

City Council Lifeguards on-duty, there is not much of 

a role for the clubs Lifesavers, and club would prefer 

to put all of its efforts into successfully patrolling the 

beach on Sundays only. At most the club agrees that 

during the peak period of the summer school holidays 

Life Savers could provide some assistance to the 

Lifeguards. The club appreciates the lifesavers that 

patrolled on Saturdays during the season, and also for 

the input they provided during negotiations with 

SLSNSW and SLSI. When the new Life Saving 

Agreement is signed for the 2015/2016 Season and 

beyond let’s hope that the Saturday requirement is 

greatly reduced, if not removed all together. 
 

Competition is a vital part of club life, it is thru 

competition that life savers train and hone their skills 

for patrol…. Our club is fortunate to have two 

outstanding members who are driving both boat and 

beach competition. Thankyou to Mark “Bluey” Lea 

and Daniel Robberds for the contribution you are 

both making to the club, it is not only the training of 

these club members for competition, but you are 

building on the clubs lifesaving strength. Each of 

these members complete a minimum number of patrol 

hours and are strong contributors to the clubs 

patrolling activities.  
 

 
 

The drive of the competitors and their coaches is 

continuing to produce unbelievable results at all 

levels of competition. At the Australian 

Championship 2 Gold Medals with the U/15 Male 

Beach Relay Team of Brent Manning, Adam Newey, 

Kyle Attard and Brock Scrivener, and the U/17 

Female Beach Relay Team of Yvette Avery, Avalon 

Punch, Kate Lewis and Ella Saberton. At the NSW 

Championships the club improved its 2014 position 

of 7th overall to 6th overall, in front of every NSW 

club south from Cronulla, an outstanding result for a 

relatively small team. In the boats the Open Female 

Boat Crew of Stephanie Barlow, Brooke Dent, 

Georgia Leach, Courtney Overell and Mark “Bluey” 

Lea picked up Gold. On the beach there was a 

tsunami of Gold with Keeliegh McCauley U/19 

Female Beach Flags, Daniel McKellar U/19 Male 

Beach Sprint, U/17 Female Beach Relay, U/19 

Female Beach Relay, Open Female Beach Relay, and 

Yvette Avery U/17 Female Beach Sprint. In the NSW 

Age Championship there was Gold for Adam Newey 

U/14 Male Beach Sprint and Brock Scrivener U/14 

Male Beach Flags. 
 

 
 

Well done to all club members who represented 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park at any level of 

competition, keep up that “Park” spirit. 

 

The club would not be able to patrol or compete 

without a dedicated team of trainers and assessors. 

Led by Chief Training Officer Bobo White, the 

“Education Team” trained 19 Surf Rescue 

Certificates, 16 Bronze Medallions, 8 Advance 

Resuscitation Techniques Certificates, 5 Silver 

Medallion IRB Drivers, 4 IRB Crew Persons, 15 

Radio Controller Certificates, and 114 Junior Surf 

Awareness Awards. The efforts of this team has left 

the club in terms of qualification in a better position 

than it started the season. Having 5 additional IRB 

Drivers reduces the load on the clubs existing drivers, 

these members are vital to maintain the club’s patrol 

strength. Along with awards training, the team 

ensured all patrol members completed their annual 

proficiency requirements, ran community education 

programs, assessed members of other clubs, attended 

training sessions to improve their own skills and 

attended a number of club and branch education 

meetings. 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

The team put in many hours not only on the beach, 

but behind the scenes as there is a tremendous amount 

of compliance and paperwork that needs to be done to 

ensure that each members gains their award. Thanks 

to the following members for their efforts Ralph Hall, 

Iris Huizinga, Klaus Liss, Gary Marshall, Peter 

McDonald, Stephanie McGuinness, Natalie Manley, 

Amy-Leigh Perrin, Geoff Ryder, Peter Tuner, Russ 

White and Ryan Van Zyl. 

 

Peter Turner was recognised by the club as Educator 

of the Year for his on-going support training club 

members, he also upgraded his awards including 

completing his Certificate IV and becoming an ARTC 

assessor. He oversaw the club’s ARTC training 

program for the season, and ran a Surf Awareness 

program at Gulgong High School. Given that Peter 

lives about 40 minutes from Stanwell Park, he has put 

in a huge effort this season. 
 

 
 

The Stanwell Park Ocean Challenge was ran in 

challenging conditions this season after being 

cancelled the previous season due to very 

unfavourable conditions. The event was ran by a new 

committee with oversight from long term organiser 

Andrew Perrin. The new committee comprising of 

club members and local community members pulled 

together towards the end of 2014. They approached 

the event enthusiasm and professionalism, and shone 

some new light on the event with the aim of making 

the swim a community and social event. 

Unfortunately the weather conspired against the 

committee and put a dampener on the planned post 

swim activities.  

 

The challenging sea conditions required the club beef 

up its water safety, which included all 3 IRB’s, many 

rescue boards, tube swimmers on the shore, and the 

support of Surf Life Saving Illawarra Jet Ski’s. 

Fortunately all swimmers made it back to Stanwell 

Park, but it was a tough swim with an inconsistent 

swell making it difficult for swimmers to maintain a 

good rhythm. It didn’t upset the elite athletes who 

powered thru the swell finishing in just over 30 

minutes, but the achievements of the day were left to 

the final swimmers to complete the course including 

Georgene Mckenzie-Hick aged 80 and a bit. 

 

Well done to the swimmers, and the new organising 

committee for your efforts. Thanks to Andrew Perrin 

who is still trying to retire from the committee for 

your continued support of the event. 

 

The Annual Life Savers Appeals Day saw the “2508” 

community stick its collective hand in its pocket and 

donate $3,690. This was a good effort given the low 

turnout from club members with only 34 members 

assisting with the collection. Thanks to everyone who 

assisted, including those who doubled up and did the 

Friday Night and Saturday Morning. There are many 

ways you could look at this, on the positive side it 

works out to that each member collected $100….so if 

we extend that to say adding every competitor this 

season the potential would be $8,500 or every 

member that signed onto a patrol the potential would 

be $13,400…that would be an achievement, on the 

negative side the club is just one of many 

organisations putting its hand out for a donation from 

the “2508” community, and the club is grateful for 

the support it currently receives and has received over 

the years. 

 

The club continued hosting Friday Night Drinks, 

starting later in the season and finishing up early than 

in previous years. When the weather was great it was 

well attended by members and locals, but when the 

weather was unfavourable it was tough going. Thanks 

to those members of each of the club groups who 

supported Friday Night Drinks, any funds raised from 

the sale of food going to The Seagulls, The Sea Eels, 

The Boaties and The Beachies. The plan is to 

continue into next season, but will review frequency 

and timing to ensure that the club is getting the most 

out of the initiative. 

 

Clubs do not function without hard working members, 

and this season the club recognised Carl Williams as 

Club Member of the Year. Carl does not seem to stop, 

he is an active patrol member with 100% patrol 

attendance and Patrol Captain, he is the Nippers Age 

Manger Co-ordinator, he ran the Nippers Skills 

Sessions, he is a carnival official at Branch and State 

Level, he is the Junior Beach Team Coach, and he is 

the IRB Captain. Carl also helped out making sure the 

bar was stocked, and is currently working with 

council on plans to extend the surf club as well as a 

storage solution for the club’s surf boats. The club 

appreciates Carl’s can do attitude and thanks him for 

his contribution during the season. 

 

As you read through this report, you will gain an 

insight into how well the club is going at all levels 

and in all areas. There is one area that the club is not 

doing particularly well at, and that is fund raising, we 

have moments of success but it does not seem to 

continue. The club is in need of a major sponsor with 

a long term commitment to the club. The club has a 

tremendous presence on the beach for patrols and 

nippers, and on the beach and in the water at carnivals. 



 
 

  
  

 
 

There is a huge opportunity for a major sponsor to 

come on board and have visibility not only at 

Stanwell Park Beach, but in the community and up 

and down the coast. If you have the contacts or know 

of a business or organisation looking to provide 

support to a worthy organisation then please put them 

in touch with the club executive. 

 

Without going on for too much longer, I want to 

thank the club’s committee for keeping the club 

running during the season, you all put in many, many 

hours behind the scenes to make things happen. Your 

support and enthusiasm for the club is much 

appreciated, and then there are those other people 

who just do things around the club. I want to 

acknowledge them, the unsung heroes of the club. 

These are the people that clean the surf club – The 

Cleaning Fairies, refuel the IRB’s and ATV, charge 

and maintain the radios, clean and stock the First Aid 

Room, pick up the bar supplies, transport equipment 

to training and carnivals, train club members, bank 

the bar takings, wash the patrol hats, tally the 

pointscores, balance the books, cook breakfast on 

Sunday morning, prepare the meals for Friday Night 

Drinks, submit paperwork for member awards, update 

surfguard with member details and patrol hours, 

attend meetings, collect the mail, stand on the beach 

pick places at carnivals, take motors for servicing, 

organise Breakfast on the Beach, organise the 

Stanwell Scramble, put videos together for the Nipper 

Presentation, do random Facebook updates, book 

accommodation, Age Manage the Nippers, bake 

cupcakes, and most of all stand on the beach and 

protect the public. 

 

 
Steven McDonald 

President 

 

 

SCARBOROUGH WOMBARRA 

  
 

Scarborough Wombarra Surf Life Saving Club has 

continued to develop into an important club, 

maintaining its valued position within the wider 

community. We have experienced a number of 

changes within the Club throughout the 2014/15 

season, with the retirement of the former president 

Anthony Ritter, along with a number of other 

resigned positions, and the induction of myself as the 

new president. The clubs’ future remains focussed on; 

promoting family fun and enjoyment, encouraging 

active memberships in both juniors and seniors, and 

providing essential services for the wider community.  

 

I would like to formally acknowledge Anh Do, for his 

generous contributions throughout the year, both 

financially and personally. His continued support for 

the juniors, has raised the profile of our Stingrays, in 

interclub and state competitions. The kind donations; 

of two Nippers boards from David Bell of Thirroul, 

and the data projector from ANSTO, have also been 

most welcome. 

 

We’d like to acknowledge the sponsorships from the 

following businesses; Fin Box, Thirroul Cellars, 

Mezzaluna Catering, and Scarborough Hotel of this 

seasons ‘Beer Tasting’ fund raiser. The monies raised 

has helped to purchase gear required to help keep our 

beaches safe. 
 

 
 

With the ever increasing Nippers numbers, the 

2014/15 season saw a second year of junior entries 

into the Sydney Water Premiership Series. 

Participants competed in four events, culminating in 

the ‘Sean & Eamon Ritter, and Jaimie & Bridie 

Delutiis’ team, (with a little help from Ethan Hewett 

& Jono Stanton), coming overall 10th in the beach 

events.  The fourth year of entry into the Illawarra 

Branch Championships had fifteen juniors take part, 

with Sean Ritter achieving silver in the U11 beach 

sprint, Jaimie Delutiis a bronze in the U10 swim and 

the team of ‘Ella & Tom Fraser, Bridie and Jaimie 

Delutiis’ attainting bronze in the U10 swim relay. The 

U11 rescue event had Sean rescue Jamie to achieve 

5th in the final. Well done to Anthony, for the time he 

puts into these kids, and a very big ‘well done’ to the 

nippers for their achievements; keep up this level of 

enthusiasm! 
 

The club person of the year award was quite a 

difficult choice this season, with so many members 

going above and beyond. A special mention has to be 

made for Gary Jordan’s continued efforts as Club 

Captain, and in his role as an educator, without him, 

there would have been a number of patrols 

shorthanded and lacking in awards , so a massive 



 
 

  
  

 
 

‘thank you’ from all of us. A warm welcome to 

Matthew Fante who will be filling the club captain 

roll in the upcoming season. Once again Belinda and 

Lisa have carried the lions share in respect to both of 

their positions on the committee, and as canteen 

managers, without them, Nippers would have been 

BBQ-less. Thomas Summerhayes’ enthusiastic but 

relaxed presence on the beach during Nippers and 

patrols, has seen every day run smoothly and 

enjoyably, and the hours that he and Damien donated 

to making the club more presentable, were much 

appreciated. David Denton, for his unfailing 

dedication to training and assessing and guidance in 

all aspects of club management.  Brett Shirvington 

has done a sterling job this season and so, was the 

unanimous choice for the prestigious ‘Club Person of 

the Year’ award. Brett’s efforts in keeping on top of 

our gear maintenance and repairs, as well as the 

ongoing list of purchases has been impressive, as well 

his active participation in patrols, and his dedication 

in all aspects of the clubs’ functioning. It is definitely 

a loss to the club that he is no longer able to continue 

in his capacity as gear steward.  Also, our 

appreciation for the outgoing club president, Anthony 

Ritter and his impressive achievement of becoming a 

Life Member, Anthony remains actively involved 

with the juniors and encouraging and supporting their 

participation in the competitive arena.  The ‘Junior of 

the Year’, was awarded to Jamie Delutiis for her 

outstanding efforts throughout the whole season.  

 

This season had an increase in the number of SRC 

cadets moving from their junior status to fully fledged 

Bonze Medallion holders. In addition to this, more 

than half of them also attained their ARTC award. 

Patrols for the next season are strongly seeded with 

these impressive young people. A return of many of 

last season’s patrolling members, coupled with a few 

new senior registrations, improved our patrol 

numbers, and ensured our impeccable stats remained 

intact.  

 

The club’s 100th anniversary took place at the 

Wombarra Bowling Club, and there were many 

members, both past and present in attendance. 

Speeches from a number of key players in the clubs 

inception and consequent development of the club 

were made, and an entertaining recital of the club’s 

history was presented. Thank you to all who were 

able to help us celebrate this momentous occasion, 

and we look forward to another 100 years of excellent 

service to the community. 

 

The continued focus of the club is to develop our 

juniors through the ranks, and increase the number of 

targeted awards, within our current active members, 

as well as increase our new membership numbers. 

With our recent crop of new Bronze Medallion 

holders, and our increasing number of young 

members, we hope to not only be able to fulfil our 

obligations for awards, but to also increase our 

participation within Nippers and Patrols and the small 

community of Scarborough Wombarra. We often 

struggled with patrol numbers, and generous offers to 

boost numbers have come from various clubs both 

within the Illawarra and from Sydney clubs, for 

which we are extremely grateful. During this season, 

we were able to manage our Sunday patrols, and we 

hope to be able expand on this in the seasons to come.   

 

Stingrays, holding their heads high! 

 

 
President 

BINDI ADAMS 

 

 

COALCLIFF 

 

 

 

I would like to thank the Australian Government, Surf 

Life Saving NSW, Surf Life Saving Illawarra, the 

committee and all patrolling members for the support 

they have given over the past year. 

 

I appreciate all the time and effort our members and 

their families give each season. Your commitment 

and many hours of voluntary time are appreciated not 

only by the club but also the community.  

 

It is a great honour that Coalcliff SLSC have 5 RWC 

drivers as members of the Illawarra Support Ski team.  

 

 
 

Once again Coalcliff SLSC had a great year, with a 

lot of new equipment being bought, and finished off 

by having the club and members of the club 

recognised as finalist at the Surf Life Saving Illawarra 

Award of Excellence.   
 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Nominations…. 

Facilitator of the Year David Winner 

Volunteer of the Year Grant Smith 

Ted Marshall Memorial Grant Smith 

     Life Saver of the Year 

 

 
 

Once again I would like to thank our Club Captain 

Rob Deacon, all the committee members and all the 

patrolling members and their families for a great job 

done over the last season. 

 

Looking forward to the new season. 

 
 

 
Grant Smith 

President 

 

 

COLEDALE 

  
 

The last season saw the club introduce a new patrol, 

primarily made up of our younger members that have 

come through our Nipper program. It's great to see 

that the work people have put in over the years, 

educating and instructing our junior members, have 

developed them into responsible members of the club 

and community. 

 

All of the clubs patrols have performed well this year. 

I felt that everyone was there to help and assist each 

other, back each other up when needed on other 

patrols, and to just come down to the beach to be a 

part of different patrol techniques. Well done to the 

Orange patrol for leading the way. Thanks to Daren 

for running the patrols, making sure we have the gear 

to carry out our duties 

 

This year we enjoyed a number of functions and 

activities that we hope to continue into the future. Our 

Season launch ensured that all the members and their 

families could get together, find out what was 

expected of them for the year and have a great 

afternoon catching up with each other. We had a few 

golf days, Saturday arvo get togethers, end of season 

wind down and a sensational Presentation night. 

Thanks to our Social Committee for all the good 

times. 

 

The Nipper program continues to be an asset to the 

club. For those who arrive at the beach at 8 in the 

morning and are there till 2 in the arvo, the age 

managers, the water safety team, the uniform girls, 

the BBQ guys, the parents and the Nippers, your 

work is the main reason why the club is as successful 

as it is. The number of these kids coming through the 

program and staying on, is quite unique for clubs in 

the Illawarra. This year, new members have joined 

the Junior Committee and their fresh input will bring 

new ideas to progress the Nippers further. 

Congratulations for Dave Fittock for winning the Age 

Manager of the Year at The Awards of Excellence 
 

More members competed in the Branch and State 

carnivals this year, thanks to our sporting committee. 

We had runners, rowers, swimmers, board paddlers 

and even an IRB team, represent the club all over the 

world. 

 

 
 

Our education team won at the Awards of Excellence 

for Team of the Year. Thanks to these members and 

the work they do, headed by Kate Balding, our 

members have achieved many awards throughout the 

year, by attending the camp on the long weekend in 

October, courses during the year and also a makeup 

patrol at Taree Old-Bar over the January Holidays. 

 

We have challenging times ahead with the Council, 

renewing our camping licence, and improvements to 

the camping and clubhouse facilities. Geoff Frayne 

has done a tireless job overseeing these works and 



 
 

  
  

 
 

soon we might see some of his hard work paying off. 

Our awards committee are continually revising our 

members records and this year we developed  

Coledale Surf Lifesaving Club's Strategic Plan 

 

Lastly I thank the Club's Committee for their work 

and support throughout the year. I feel that while we 

have progressed the club there is more to do, and if 

we continue the work done in the last 12 months, the 

club can only go further. 

 
 

 
Anthony O’Donoghue 

President  

 

 

AUSTINMER 

  
 

The Orcas have been successful again during the 

season in making each second Sunday a fun-day for 

our up and coming junior life-savers, as they learn the 

basics about water safety. One important role for the 

club Management Committee is to constantly work 

towards supporting those efforts of the Junior 

Committee in fostering that ongoing source of our 

future patrol members. 

 

Once again Nigel Walsh, his committee and support 

team had another great year, the particular 

achievements can be seen in the following Orcas 

Report.   

 

Our men and women within the so called ‘boaties’ 

section of ASLSC - once again this season had 

another very successful summer period, and they 

have to compete against other crews potentially from 

just over 300 other listed surf clubs in Australia. It’s a 

great time for the combination of current and 

emerging talent and dedication to be having such a 

broader influence across the club. 

 

 
Jack Patison, the various boat crews and others 

making up their support team had another great year, 

and their individual and combined achievements can 

be seen in the following Boat Captain’s Report.   

 

Also, on behalf of the wider club membership & 

community, I’d like to also acknowledge others being 

consistently involved with the management 

committee: 

 

Steve Perkiss as Hon. Secretary;  

Paul Gregory as Treasurer; 

Ian Foreman as Registrar;  

Nigel Walsh as Junior Chairperson and Public 

Officer; 

Simon Walker for looking after our IRB, 

related equipment & involvement with patrols; 

David Fitch maintaining our ATV, Gear and 

other related equipment; 

Jason Mercer as Craft Captain and super coach 

along with Paul Empson; 

Mitch Stuart for keeping the IRB motors in 

running order; 

Brock Walsh as a member of the management 

committee and Aussie Gold winner; 

Robert and Tim Morgan for their roles as Club 

Captain and Vice Captain. 

 

However, one particular oversight and subsequent 

regret from our Presentation Night, was to allow an 

extremely important area of recognition to go 

relatively unannounced.   

 

This leads us into passing on our congratulations and 

thanks to our eventual six (6) Patrol Captains and 

their respective patrol members - for a great job 

extremely well done. They skilfully managed to 

motivate and stabilise our six patrols through a busy 

and challenging season and became very much 

involved in supporting our proficiencies, especially 

during those two (2) Sundays in December.   

 

Patrol Captains, 2014/2015: 

Patrol 2 ~ Sam (Finn) Kelly; 

Patrol 3 ~ Tim Morgan; 

Patrol 4 ~ David Fitch; 

Patrol 5 ~ Simon Walker; 

Patrol 6 ~ Duane McManus;  

Patrol 7 ~ Steve Kenna. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

However, that regular and fundamental work of our 

patrol members on the beach ‘between the flags’  

each and every season, requires its own special form 

of tenacious dedication – especially during the very 

beginning of and later towards the end of each season 

as the crowds fade away and temperatures decrease.  

 

Jack Cahill the Club President back in 1944, is 

credited with having said: 

 

“They, (the life savers), are the life insurance of our 

beaches. They are the protection of bathers against 

fear, as also they are the guardians of life who enable 

parents to loll upon the sand in deep contentment 

while their children splash in the surf. So for every 

reason, each little thing that can be done to help these 

boys (and girls) in their work should be undertaken 

by the public.”  (p26 – ASLSC Centennial Book, 

1909-2009) 

 

The season just closed provided a range of challenges 

over an extended period - one of the first was that of 

our gear inspection which we eventually & 

successfully passed in September. The next big 

challenge was to undertake quite a lot catching up 

with the rolling out of our various award proficiencies 

for 2014-2015; and as a collective oversight this was 

inadvertently left until December.  

 

 
 

As a long-standing voluntary organisation (centennial 

2009), we are a highly respected and successfully 

competitive surf club. However, lately there’s been a 

noticeable and measureable change in our potential 

capacity for maintaining some of our life saving 

measures.        

 

Recent comparable figures into 2014/2015, received 

through the regional branch office, indicate an 

awakening trend in recent years: 

 

Proficient Members by Award ~ decreasing 

We have experienced a mostly decreasing trend into 

2014-2015. 

 

Active Membership Trend ~ decreasing 

101 for 2012/2013; 99 for 2013/2014 and 78 for 

2014/2015 

 

Member Patrol Hours ~ decreasing 

2467 hrs for 2012/2013; 2471 hrs for 2013/2014 and 

2018 hrs for 2014/2015 

 

Total Rescues & Preventatives ~ increasing 

23 & 41 for 2012/2013; 35 & 127 for 2013/2014 and 

92 & 236 for 2014/2015 

 

One of our many challenges is that the current 

residential property market across the Illawarra and 

including Austinmer, makes for coming into the local 

area comparatively more difficult. Therefore 

demographically we don’t seem to have as many of 

the ‘Mums & Dads’ and their teenage kids moving 

into our local community as before. 

 

Therefore to continue being a viable & strong surf life 

saving club - the wider club community needs to 

remain and become more involved with Publicity, 

Recruitment, Training & Assessment and 

Proficiencies. 

 

This will require a continuous rolling out of 

involvement, commitment, and support for our active 

members & their various patrols - straight from 

involvement at the AGM through to the end of this 

coming season. 

 

All up we’ve had a successful 2014/2015 season 

through a good healthy mix of individual efforts, 

combined hard work and good management & 

fortune. However, to keep this going we’ll need a 

further combined effort from the broader club 

community - we can’t afford to refer to those earlier 

days with greater involvement and now leave things 

to the usual same old few.  

 

 
Michael Idstein 

President 

 

 

THIRROUL 

  
Thank you all once again for a fantastic season, that 

has seen many great achievements in education, surf 

sports and lifesaving to name a few. Thirroul Surf 

Life Saving Club is truly growing in strength and as 



 
 

  
  

 
 

this report will document so clearly, we are 

establishing some very positive plans for the future. 

I congratulate our new Life Members and express an 

appreciation for the time, experience and effort you 

have contributed towards our club and the surf 

lifesaving movement for many years and I look 

forward to your association in the many years to 

come. You will always be welcome at our Club. 

 

To our many sponsors that continue to devote time 

and valuable financial assistance in keeping our 

service to the community alive we are most grateful. 

Without you we would truly find providing a safe 

aquatic environment for the thousands of visitors 

throughout the year most difficult. Worth mentioning 

this season is the receipt of our new inflatable rescue 

boat (supported by IGA Thirroul) and the new All 

Terrain Vehicle supported by Tibra and the 

Austinmer-Thirroul Lions Club. Of course we must 

not dismiss the many coin donations from our local 

community during Appeals Week. 

This season saw many initiatives discussed and set 

into place within our club structure. The introduction 

of membership payments through Lifesaving Online 

was a success and made membership more efficient. 

The Committee also spent many hours developing the 

new Constitution and we are now embarking on 

gaining our SLSA Bronze, Silver and Gold ‘Quality 

Club Program’ recognition in 2016. An area of 

growth in the new season will be the management of 

our Surf Guard data entry to ensure all patrol hours 

and proficiencies are recorded accurately, regularly 

and made available when required.  

If we go back five years and remember the sky blue 

club house with sky blue tiles in the change rooms, 

nipper gear out the back and a maze of corridors to 

move around in, I think we have definitely come a 

long way.  

This season we saw the building of a new patrol room 

that is now conveniently located next to our rescue 

equipment. We recognised a need to improve storage 

of paddle boards and skis so a new racking system 

was implemented in the gear shed. A new trophy 

cabinet was installed and now our 108 years of 

history can be displayed proudly amongst our yearly 

achievements and trophies in the new meeting room. 

It didn’t stop there as many, many hours were spent 

installing and perfecting our state of the art ‘swiper’ 

system and alarm sensors to all areas of the club. 

Thus, ensuring that member equipment and 

possessions are safe and secure. Topping it off 

recently has been the introduction of our Surf Sports 

Training Room for the seriously minded competitors.  

Continuing our success we gained a licence to serve 

alcohol responsibly on site. This allowed for 

registered events to take place and provide members 

with a social opportunity when required. On the 

social scene we successfully hosted another Sports 

Luncheon and backed this up with movie nights, 

Chillax (monthly `relaxing Sunday  afternoons), 

Brekkie on the Beach at the Thirroul festival and 

other functions which also raised much-needed funds 

for our Club.  

This season we saw our Youth Involvement Program 

(YIPS) take off. The U14 and U15 year age groups 

supported many of our social events and backed it up 

with lifesaving duties and competition too. This is an 

area that we will support into the future as our nippers 

progress and transition into senior levels. A big thank 

you to all that have contributed toward this program 

and its success. It can truly be measured in the 

significant numbers we have maintained in this age 

bracket. 

In competition and carnivals we have not been idle. 

To quote the FOX sports event director at our Iron 

Man Qualifying Series and Sydney Water Finals at 

Thirroul ‘this is a fantastic club and venue, we want 

to come back again to film’. Our two Sydney Water 

carnivals were a success and I must thank all our 

helpers and volunteers from food, beach logistics and 

working party for making both days run so smoothly. 

Eight Thirroul members were selected in the Illawarra 

Inter Branch team, and three in the NSW IRB team, 

plus the NSW IRB team assistant coach.  

We had many compete at the Illawarra Branch, State 

and Australian Titles this year. Special mention must 

go to our World Masters Board Champion Jeff Wall, 

our Bronze Aussie IRB Team Jade Burke, Anne 

Walton and Kathy Foster, and our ‘dashing’ flags 

champ Jazmine Yew for her 3rd at the Australian 

Titles too.  
 

Competition was backed up again by social initiatives. 

This was achieved through invitations to be part of 

our first Pump House Swim, the Jeff Wall All Age 

Handicap Board Race, the Paddle against Poverty 

event, and the July Teams Paddle from McCauley’s 

to Thirroul. It is events like this that really bolster all 

ages and make Thirroul SLSC a great place to be a 

part of. 

 

Amongst 17 Illawarra Clubs we were so proud of two 

members achieving success and being acknowledged 

amongst their peers at the Illawarra Branch Awards 



 
 

  
  

 
 

of Excellence. Congratulations to Nic Air S (Junior 

Activities Volunteer of the Year) and Jake Beaumont 

(Junior Lifesaver of the Year). Your hard work and 

uncompromising effort is appreciated. 

It is not without a prayerful thought that we take time 

to think of members with ill health and wish them 

well. Our daily support and willingness to be there for 

others is truly another dimension of what lifesavers 

do every day. Please keep those members in your 

thoughts. 

To conclude we must pay homage to our patrolling 

members for their volunteer hours, service, skill and 

devotion. Without you… there is no surf club.  

Finally to my committee who continually go beyond 

expectation. Your hours, experience, debate and 

devotion for the betterment of our club cannot be 

understated. Many of you sacrifice family and work 

time to do this and I know we are all the beneficiaries 

of your wisdom time and time again.  

I encourage everyone to continue your involvement in 

the Club, be proactive in all that we do and to 

synergise wherever possible to ensure Thirroul Surf 

Club is a place for all in the future.  

See you on the beach.   

 

 
Jeff Body 

President  

 

 

SANDON POINT 

 
 

 

A big thank you to you all – for the continued 

outstanding work that you all do.    The passing away 

of our previous Club President, Owen Davies, last 

Christmas was a very sad day for all of our Members, 

Owen had great leadership skills and vision.  He also 

had a wonderful knack for delegating tasks to 

individuals.  As Owen passed away on Christmas Day, 

the Club will now be holding an annual Christmas 

Morning Ocean Swim in honour of him. 

 

Our Club would also like to thank Tracey Davies for 

all the hard work that she carried out behind the 

scenes during Owen's tenure as President. 

 

 
 

Last year’s Club Captain, Alex Lockhart, who did a 

fantastic job, has stepped up again to continue his 

Captaincy.  Alex has come up with a new way of 

patrolling our beach, especially on Nipper Days – 

where there can be up to 600-700 people on the beach.  

He has a great vision and a healthy respect for all 

patrolling Club members.  Job well done Alex, our 

Club Vice Captain, Patrol Captains, Patrol Vice 

Captains and of course all of our Patrolling members 

who make it all work 

 

The Nippers Program is up and running well high in 

attendance numbers. A  big thank you to the Junior 

Committee, Chaired by Craig Penning, who definitely 

has the right formula to make our Nipper Days fun 

with a healthy dose of competition.   Our young 

Nippers are the future of our club which is shown in 

the retention of the number of Nippers that stay on 

year after year – then going on to doing Patrols. 

 

Sandon Point is a Club with Vision. It has a healthy 

atmosphere and its main purpose is to educate our 

youth in the marine environment. 

 

A big Thank You to Darren Morris and Sue Martin 

on dedication to their Education program, so far this 

year they have 30 members in training for SLSA 

Awards.  

 

 
Terry Hagan 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BULLI 

  
 

Another season has passed and proud to say ‘No 

Lives Lost in 102 years of members patrolling Bulli 

Beach’. This is such a great record to have and well 

done to all of our patrolling members so proudly lead 

by Scott Gordon our Club Captain. 

 

There is no disputing as a club we have achieved 

much this past season, yet we firmly believe and 

aspire to achieving much more.  We promote a 

healthy, inclusive, clean, family lifestyle for our 

members. To better ourselves in every facet of surf 

club life and this can be done because we have a great 

membership base to call upon with everyday skills 

complimenting our actions. 

Thank-you to all the members that took on active 

roles within various committees, as I have said before 

many hands make light work, but also actions speak 

louder than words, we have those members. 

Volunteers are not paid, not because they are 

worthless but because they are priceless!  

 

Looking back and reflecting on the season, we have 

again offered member development in lifesaving, 

education, administration, nipper activities, surf 

sports and community involvement. Lifesaving and 

Education closely work together and well done to 

Scott Gordon (Club Captain) & Dean Dudley (Chief 

Instructor) and their respective teams on the great job 

they did this year; club finishes 2nd in inter-club patrol 

competition, 41 members achieving 100% patrol 

requirement/attendance, awarded SLSI Life Saver & 

Young Life Saver of the Year, 15 education courses 

facilitated & 79 new life saving awards obtained. 
 

 
 

Surf Life Saving Clubs are now seen as workplaces, 

even though we are volunteers, administration wise, 

the club is always making sure that we are 

compliance with related policies & procedures 

involving surf life saving. I would like to mention the 

rest of the Executive Committee as in my humble 

opinion this is one of the hardest working 

committee’s I have been involved with in my 

association with Bulli Surf Life Saving Club. To 

Lincoln Costello (Deputy President), Sean Taylor 

(Secretary), Stuart Brown (Treasurer), Scott Gordon 

(Club Captain) & Shawn van Duin (Junior 

Chairperson) thank-you for your relentless 

commitment to the club, it doesn’t go un-noticed. 

Sean Taylor is the driving force behind this and does 

an outstanding job in his administrative duties as 

Secretary. 

 

Well done to the junior section led by Shawn van 

Duin and his team. Nippers is all about Sunday 

morning activities, learning to be safe in the surf, 

meeting new friends, having a go at surf carnivals if it 

suits. I think our junior committee do a great job to 

make it feel inclusive for everybody and will only 

continue to improve. 

      

Our Surf Sports at the club I believe is going through 

a developmental stage, numbers fluctuating at various 

events, the ability and quality of athletes goes hand in 

hand with the amount of training and commitment 

each member pursues. One thing for sure is that we 

will continue to nurture and development our 

members in surf sports in the best way we can, so 

they can achieve their respective goals. In saying all 

of this, results last season by our members was good, 

winning Illawarra, New South Wales and Australian 

medals. We have also had members gain selection in 

Illawarra (7 athletes), New South Wales (8 athletes) 

and Australian teams (1 manager & 5 athletes). Our 6 

Australian representatives, the highest honour that 

you can aspire to in surf sports apart from winning an 

Aussies gold medal, well done to Shane Geloven, 

Dean Roberts, Heath Mercer, Ben Lowe, Adam 

Barlow (Trans Tasman Test Series NZ) & Keith 

Caldwell (Rescue 2014 France). 

      

We rely on community support and sponsors 

continually putting their hand up to give us funding. 

To every sponsor that has supported us this past 

season we are extremely grateful of your help. To 

Bulli Workers Club, Darryl Lane (President), the 

Board of Directors and Sandra Tait 

(Secretary/Manager) your continued support over the 

years has been unbelievable, since 1962 this club has 

supported us in some shape or form, continuing this 

past season as our long term major sponsor.  Two 

new sponsors jumped on board this season, namely 

Wollongong Coal & Peabody Energy, to those 

organisations thank-you for being part of our club. 

Applying for grants also helped ease the financial 

burden and I must thank Sean Taylor, Jamie Caldwell 

& Keith Caldwell in their work in this field.  Two big 

ones being Wollongong City Council with the Capital 

Works funding ($598K) and Lee Evans (Member for 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Heathcote) with the Community Building Partnership 

funding ($30K), all going towards our proposed 

extensions of the surf club.  

 

Thank-you to all the funding that filters down to the 

clubs from Branch, State & National level, no matter 

how big or small, it helps our cause and it is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Our fundraising efforts and community involvement 

this past season needs to be applauded, Sean Taylor 

keeps a detailed list of members that have assist 

throughout the year, to those members well done and 

keep up the good work, it is appreciated.  Bulli 

Forager Markets (Gold Coin donation) has been the 

big winner for us, along with the Bulli Workers Club 

Raffle & Life Saver Appeal Week that assisted in 

funding our life-saving needs. Throw in the Motor 

Neurone Disease Walk, Cancer Council & Heart 

Foundation Charity Bowls Day, EnVie Kids Fitness 

Fun Run, Sea Cliff Ocean Paddle Challenge & the 

Shannon Eckstein Nipper Clinics, it shows our 

members have stood up and supported the community, 

a pretty busy season, let along our normal surf club 

activities such as education, lifesaving, nipper 

activities & surf sports!  

 

Surf Life Saving Illawarra Awards of Excellence 

Night saw the club take home a heap of awards, 22 on 

offer and the club wins 8 and also received 2 highly 

commended acknowledgements. 

 

Massive congratulations to Scott Gordon ‘Ted 

Marshall Life Saver of the Year, Joshua Gordon 

Young Life Saver of the Year, Sean Taylor 

Administrator of the Year, Dave Greene Surf Sports 

Official of the Year, A Boat Crew Surf Sports Team 

of the Year (Shane Geloven, Dean Roberts, Heath 

Mercer, Dan Porra, Ben Lowe & Adam Barlow) plus 

the club winning Surf Sports Club of the Year & joint 

winners of Club of the Year with Woonona SLSC.  

Maria Caldwell was awarded Outstanding 

Contribution to Surf Life Saving Illawarra for her 

tireless work at club and branch level. Highly 

commended went to our young athletes Zara Sharman 

& Kiamana Fittock, great young competitors, the 

future is looking good & our U15 Female Pool 

Rescue Relay Team (winners of State/National 

medals) namely Mali Taylor, Sheree Farrell, Natasha 

Burke & Kelsey Cresswell.  
 

 
 

Presentation Night saw some 100 members & guests 

attend Bulli Workers Club in July. Well done to all of 

our award winners, every member thoroughly 

deserved their award. I will make mention of our 

Club Person of the Year Markus Meier-Lindner, great 

work this season with his patrol duties, doing the 

extra yards and obtaining lifesaving awards, all as a 

junior parent. Then to take on the role of Vice 

ATV/IRB captain during the season to help out the 

club, it was outstanding. Markus goes about his work 

in a very structured way, a breath of fresh air who 

loves putting his hand up to help the club, a very 

worth winner of the award. 

 

On a sad note we lost some great friends during the 

season, my sincere condolences to any member that 

lost loved ones during the season, even though gone 

they have touched your lives with I am sure great 

memories. 

   

Congratulations to all of the surf life savers in the 

other 16 Illawarra surf life saving clubs on their 

achievements during the past season. Well done to 

Val and his Branch Directors, Carl & Maria in the 

office at Surf House for their tireless work supporting 

the clubs. 

 

 
Keith Caldwell 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

WOONONA 

  
 

The 2014/15 season has been another very successful 

year for Woonona Surf Club, yet again we can be 

proud to continue our record of no lives lost whilst on 

patrol on Woonona beach.  I would like to thank all 

members of Woonona Surf club, and especially the 

committee and executive members, whose continued 

dedication and enthusiasm makes our surf club the 

great club it is.  All members of our club can be proud 

of their commitment and achievements. 

 

We could not operate without financial assistance, 

through the generous support of our major sponsors 

we have been able to continue to maintain and 

develop our clubs lifesaving service to the community.  

Equipment purchases made possible this season by 

the generous support includes a new Perry Surf Boat, 

training manikins, and several rescue boards.  As well 

as supporting our nipper program. 

 

This year our Club had a strong focus on member 

development, driven by Madi Bow our dedicated 

Member Services officer.  One great initiative this 

season was the Member Survey.  This survey was to 

find out what we did well, what we could improve on 

and also how to retain and grow our membership.  

Key areas for improvement were identified and these 

have been incorporated into our Strategic Vision and 

will be focused on next season. 

 

Another member services focus this year was on 

developing our current members.  This season our 

Club supported seven members of Woonona SLCS to 

participate development programs. 

  

Member Program 

John McInally Beach to Bush 

Scott McInally Beach to Bush 

Karissa James SLSNSW 18-25 Development 

and Networking Program  

Joshua Clarke SLSNSW Lifesaving Exchange 

Program 

Benjamin Clarke SLSNSW Lifesaving Exchange 

Program 

Madeline Bow SLSA National Youth Leadership 

College 

Michael Usher SLSNSW JLOTY Program/Camp 

 

Woonona SLSC has continued this season its high 

standard of Lifesaving.  The commitment to 

lifesaving shown by close to 80% of patrolling 

members gaining their 100% patrolling award, a 

fantastic achievement for our patrolling members. 

 

This year our Club recognized many of our long 

serving patrolling members for their dedication in 

patrolling Woonona beach with the National Service 

Medal.  Sixteen members achieving their 5 year 

National Service Award, Two members achieved 10 

year National Service Award and One member 

achieved his 15 year National Service Award 

 

This season our club had a great response by 

members to completing Lifesaving Awards this year, 

especially in advanced awards.  These awards will 

make a significant improvement to our patrols next 

season.  I cannot thank enough our dedicated team of 

trainers/assessors/facilitators, especially Phill Geary 

who puts in so much time not only on education in 

our own club, but also running/facilitating many other 

courses in other clubs across Illawarra Branch. 

 

 
 

Our Nippers section continues to be strong.  

Thankyou to Anthony Arnold for coordinating such a 

successful nipper season, and thank you to all the 

helpers and volunteers of nippers makes it run so 

smoothly.  As always, this year our nippers had a lot 

of fun, all while learning and developing some 

fantastic surf skills and learning surf safety. 

 

 
 

On the senior competition front, our competitors had 

a great year this year.  In IRB NSW titles Open men’s 

teams finalists, in the IRB premiership under 23s 

were equal first in the mass rescue, and the open male 

team came third.  Woonona IRB team finished overall 

5th in the premiership point. In Surf Boats the U23 

women made the Australian open Final of the 

Australian Surf Rowers League. 

 

Woonona has again continued with the Quality Club 

program, achieving the Bronze quality program this 

year.  This shows the commitment our committee and 

our club place on being a well organised / quality 

club. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

This year we have enjoyed a lovely large beach on 

Woonona Beach.  Wollongong City Councils Dune 

Management Strategy on Woonona Beach has given 

us back our beach, the Dune Management Strategy 

works are still continuing with WCC with replanting 

works with low growing vegetation. 

 

 
 

Woonona participated in and WON the SLS Illawarra 

Blood Drive.  Thank you to our members Madi & 

Kieran for driving this great initiative.  During the 

three month Blood Drive, Woonona SLSC made 41 

Blood Donations helping to save 123 lives. 
 

 
 

Nicholson Park Building renovations are well 

underway.  These renovations in conjunction with 

Wollongong City Council will allow for Woonona 

SLSC to use the northern end of the building for 

storage.  Our Club will be able to relocate Surf Boats, 

Gym and some other equipment to this building 

freeing up storage at our Club house for better use 

and more efficient storage of lifesaving equipment, 

boards and other equipment.  We are all looking 

forward to having more room next season. 

 

Our Club’s achievements were recognised at this 

year’s Surf Life Saving Illawarra Branch Awards.  

Woonona Surf Club was honored to achieve equal 

first place, alongside Bulli Surf Club, in the SLSI 

Club of The Year.  Congratulations also to Madi Bow 

on being awarded SLSI Volunteer of the Year, 

Madi’s passion for our surf club shows in everything 

she does.  Also during the year Michael Usher was 

awarded SLSI Male Junior Lifesaver of The Year.  

Congratulations to all who achieved awards at SLSI 

Awards night. 

 

As I mentioned at the start this has been a really good 

season.  Many of the executive this year were new in 

their roles (myself included), despite being new the 

executive and the committee this season all worked 

together to achieve great things for our club.  Fresh 

new ideas, thoughts and plans for how to further 

improve our club.  Thankyou to all the members and 

volunteers who give so much of your time to keep our 

beach safe.  I look forward to what our club can 

achieve next year!  

 

 
Stacey Paddon 

President 

 

 

BELLAMBI 

 
 

 

This past season has been a much more positive 

season than the last two, with a number of financial 

grants and new members. 

 

The 2014-2015 season went well with most of our 

members happy with the way the club is heading.   

One point I would like to address is our finances and 

how we need to have a regular income stream.  We 

need to be self-sufficient.  So we can stand on our 

own feet not relying on others. 

 

I would also like to thank Bellambi Bowling Club for 

all the support over the year for the Surf Club and the 

Surf Awareness Program. 

 

What a season it has been, starting out with the Surf 

Club being under attacked before the season started 

with smashed windows and offensive graffiti. 

 

Then we had the very successful surf awareness, learn 

to swim program and peace, “we are now a part of 

this local community” as Jesse Polock from Bondi 

Rescue said to me  

 

We have now run this program that runs for a week 

twice and a one day one for Sport and Recreation 

who paid us to do it. 

 

This program has won a Swim Australia award for 

Northern Star Swim School 

 

Through this program we now have a partnership 

with Holy Spirit College Bellambi; Bellambi Public 

School and Corrimal Public School with more to 

come on board. 

 

Also from this work we have received a Stockland 

Community grant and a Family and Community 

Services grant. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

This then led to the Bellambi Community Walk for 

Reconciliation which occurred on Friday 29th May it 

involved around 300 adults and children , now you 

asked why walk to the Surf Club from the Bellambi 

Public School, because as Jacqui the principle said to 

me “We now have a very good relatership with the 

Surf Club”. 

 

 
 

I would like to Highlight that other groups also use 

Bellambi Surf Club: - 
 

 The Illawarra Koori Men’s Support Group 

are here on Mondays providing health 

services, unfortunately funding has now 

been cut.   

 The Community Cancer Links use Bellambi 

Surf Club on Tuesday and Thursday. 

 Corrimal High School runs a workshop in 

the Club each year for year 10. 

 Bellambi Public School, Walk for 

Reconciliation 

 Project 291 working with Big Fat Smile, 

Youth Off The Street, CareSouth, Bellambi 

Neighbourhood Centre, Surf Education 

International and Bellambi Bowling Club 

 Just started in June TaeKwonDo. 

 BodyWeather Bellambi, a 3 day workshop 

for dancers and performers. 

 NSW Government held a Community 

engagement day with the Bellambi 

Community. 
 

These are just a few of the groups that use Bellambi 

Surf Club and it shows how we work with our local 

community. 

 

This Club is not only doing this great work with the 

local Community and patrolling our beach each week, 

we are also going strong in Carnivals. 

 

I am so proud of what this Surf Club is doing and we 

will continue this journey to re build this great Club. 

I hope in the coming season we will continue to grow 

the patrols and take the pressure of the few members 

who have put in so many hours last season. 

The next few seasons we will again be down in 

numbers for our patrols but we will grow.   

 

I also thanks the committee for all the hard work this 

season, without them there would be no club. 
 

 
Craig Kershaw 

President 

 

 

CORRIMAL 

 
 

 

it gives us great pleasure to present the 2014/15 

Season Annual Report summary.  Season 2014/15 has 

been a successful season for many reasons and we 

can confidently say that we have achieved our 

mission of: 

  

•  Providing a safe aquatic environment  

•  Educating the community about beach safety  

•  Providing programs that encourages education 

and skills enhancement  

• Promoting inclusiveness and engagement of all 

members of the community to be involved in Surf 

Life Saving  

 

Key performance results that demonstrate our success 

this season are:  

 

•  Another season that we have kept our beach safe – 

no lives lost  

•  Our members attained 28 new awards – down on 

last season but still a positive result  

•  We registered 224 Nippers – slightly up on last 

season and a new record  

•  Purchases of major items of patrol and 

competition equipment  

•  Achieving excellent competition results in the 

Nippers, Mani Meredith in the board and ski area 

and several notable performances by our surf boat 

crews  
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

As a registered charity, it would be impossible to 

perform the voluntary work that we undertake within 

the Corrimal community without our sponsors, so 

thank you very much and we hope to see you back 

again for 2015/16, they are:  

 

1.  Bellambi Hotel  

2.  Design Bathware  

3.  Corrimal Leagues Club  

4.  Ebb & Tide Café  

5.  East Corrimal Butchery  

6.  Guzman Y Gomez  

 

Last but certainly not least, two great local businesses 

who are both dedicated and hard-working members of 

our club:  

 

1. O’Brien’s Service Centre  

2. Aspiration Graphics  

 

For us, the members of Corrimal Surf Club, let’s get 

behind our sponsors whenever we can by utilising or 

consuming their services or products.  

 

We would like to recognise and thank the following 

people for their efforts during the last season: 

 

The Surf Club Committee for this season – Louise, 

Jordan, Craig Wood, Tara, Carole, Fuji, Todd, Ricky, 

Paul, Nicolette, Luke. In particular Jordan, Nicolette 

and Craig – it was your first year on the Committee 

and it was steep learning curve. Each of you were 

faced with your own individual challenges throughout 

the season and you handled each situation 

professionally and ethically, well done and I hope to 

see you back again  

 

•  The Junior Committee – 224 kids and a whole lot 

of parents to organise and supervise – great work. 

It’s a shame that the behaviour of a few made for 

some difficult moments but I’m sure we’ve all 

come out the other end better for it  

•  Everyone who pulled on a red and yellow shirt 

and did a patrol this season. Compliance-wise, it 

wasn’t one of our best seasons but I’m confident 

that we can sort that out. However we have a good 

mix of experience that helps keep the people that 

come to our beach safe  

 

 

•  Everyone who competed under the black and 

white quartered cap, senior and junior – we had a 

great year this year: - Lots of medal winners at 

Branch level in the Nippers  

-  Mani Meredith came home with a swag of u17 

water event gold medals from the Branch 

Championships  

-  Our Open Men crew, Corrimal Black finished 

the Ocean Thunder Pro Surf Boat Series in 

2nd place, bringing home $9,000 in prize 

money  

-  Winners of the Warilla Bowls Surf Boat Series 

Club Championship, the first time in its 15 

year history – we competed in every division 

except for Masters  

• Fuji, Carole, Terry Stedman and all of the Nipper 

parents that officiated at carnivals this season – 

you’ve done a great job  

•  Congratulations to Greg Lancaster for being 

awarded the Most Outstanding Member, 

thoroughly deserved recognition for a hard-

working and passionate club stalwart  

•  Chris Chapman for bringing our ATV back to life 

after is suffered a major mechanical breakdown 

on Christmas Day  

•  Fuji, Terry Stedman and Paul Smith for sorting 

out, tidying up and maintaining every nook and 

cranny of our club house  

•  Everyone who did water safety from Sunday 

morning Nippers to the State Championships at 

Umina and everything in between  

•  Lisa Cox and Nicolette Cartwright for spreading 

the surf safety message to the younger members 

of our community at the Coolgardie Children’s 

Centre  

•  Tony from Fishnets for giving us a great deal on 

the food for this season’s presentation night and 

great deals at Corrimal Bowlo at 2 fundraisers  

•  Anyone that I have missed to cooks a BBQ, serves 

a drink or is a spouse or partner to a member that 

spends their time at such a great surf club 

 

Thanks for the generous support of the general public 

and donors of the state-wide Raffle and Guardians of 

the Surf fundraising program  

 

We proudly christened the latest addition to our surf 

boat fleet, the Jason ‘Chops’ Northey. Chops 

represented our club as a rower and sweep over many 

years and was a very motivated, skilful and well-

respected athlete and very deserving of this honour. 

  

2014/15 has been another solid season for us 

financially, finishing the year with all of our 

accounts, except the surf boat account, in a healthier 

position than when we started. It was the intent of the 

Committee again to reinvest our surplus back to our 

members through increased recognition and reward 

e.g. our presentation night, awards, purchase of new 

equipment, etc.  

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Some things that we can all work on next season to 

keep on improving our Club:  
 

1.  Increased participation in community events like 

Spring into Corrimal and Surf Life Saving Open 

Day, Clean Up Australia Day  

2.  Pitching in – we’re all in this together, so think 

about ways you can improve your contribution 

towards making our club a better club. Think of 

the collective gain if everyone increases their 

contribution, even if only by a small amount!!  

3.  Get as many of our members and old members on 

our Facebook and web page – with continued 

responsible use, it’s a great way keep updated 

with what is going on, share photographs or video 

clips and generally stay connected  

4.  Replacing our worn-out ATV – we will seek the 

support of one of our major sponsors, Corrimal 

Leagues Club through the ClubGRANTS scheme  

5.  Continuing to gain awards – we are in desperate 

need of more IRB Drivers, IRB Crew and 

Advanced Resuscitation Techniques Certificate 

holders  
 

See you next season  

 

 
Tony Cartwright 

President 

 

TOWRADGI 

 
 

 

 

As a community based organisation, founded by a 

handful of members 68 years ago, we’ve continued to 

grow to what we are today, providing a unique 

service, education, member development, junior 

activities and leadership; we can proudly reflect on 

the past with pride. 

 

We all allocate our own time, to ensure the safety and 

enjoyment of others by patrolling Towradgi from 

September to April each year, including Saturdays 

during school holidays and public holidays. 

 

My thanks and appreciation go to each and every 

member that guided the club throughout the season, 

without their efforts and hard work we could not have 

done it. 
 

 
 

We’ve had members representing our Club at 

Regional, State and National levels, both junior and 

senior levels. Over 50 junior members entered the 

Sydney Water Series as well as participating in the 

SLSI Junior Carnival, Branch and State 

Championships.  The junior Club are doing 

exceptionally well training and developing the club’s 

future lifesavers. We must continue to encourage 

participation in Surf Sports, as it’s an essential culture 

in surf lifesaving, and unlike other sports, the purpose 

of competition is to mainly improve lifesaving skills, 

experience challenge, excitement, satisfaction and fun. 

We saw a pleasant improvement in relationship 

building and integration from Junior Members, their 

families and Senior Club; we must stay focused to 

ensure we remain a happy family. 

 

47 Rookies and Cadets received their Surf Rescue 

Certificates and Bronze Medallion awards this Season, 

but as I’ve mentioned on Presentation Night, awards 

and certificates are of no use in a storage draw, they 

are meant to be put to practice!  Towradgi is very 

fortunate to have dedicated volunteers, a great Coach, 

friends and trainers with remarkable determination 

and spirit, ready to give their time, help develop every 

member skills to their full potential to finally become 

competent Lifesavers. Willing participation it’s all we 

ask for. 

 

Over 137 Members, Sponsors, Patrons, Families and 

Friends were in attendance at our 68th Annual 

Awards Presentation Dinner. Special guests included 

Wollongong’s Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery OAM, 

Noreen Hay MP, Wollongong City Council 

Representatives, Dulux Paints --‐ Surf Club 

Sponsorship Management Kathleen Leggo, SLSI 

Board of Directors, Wollongong City Surf Club 

Members, North Wollongong Surf Club President and 

several of their Committee Members. We’ve had a 

very enjoyable night, and the record numbers of 

junior families happy to share the evening with us 

truly overwhelmed me. A special Thank You to Val 

Zanotto, (President of Surf Life Saving Illawarra and 

Towradgi’s Active Patrol Member) our MC for the 

evening and co--‐host, Val did an extraordinary job. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Congratulations to our newly nominated Life 

Members, David Briggs, Rick Bond and Rob Lumby. 

 

Congratulations to Craig Zulian, his wife Sonia and 

Don Allan for their Rescue of the Month award at 

Regional, State and National level. Craig, his team, 

Val and I travelled to Parliament House in Canberra 

mid June, where he received the citation and medal 

from The Parliamentary Friends of Surf Lifesaving, 

Federal Government representatives and SLSA 

President Graham Ford. 

 

We thank WCC for all the capital works invested this 

financial year, the beach re--‐profiling and reshaping, 

the rendering and the extra works are very much 

appreciated by our members and noted by the 

community. We have lodged a Development 

Application to WCC for the construction of a front 

deck with an incorporated disabled rump on 15 May 

2015, the exhibition period ended on July 6; however, 

technical issues have caused unwanted delays; 

however, the approval should be received within the 

next 2 weeks. 
 

 
 

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate Alex, 

Nikki, Brad, Ashley, Gabby, Cara, Rhys, Joey, and 

Joseph, our team of young Doctors and Active Patrol 

Members for their achievements this past season. 

They’re an inspiration to all of us. Cheers to Active 

Member Mick De Santis on receiving the 2015 

Young Australian Citizen of the Year Award. 

Recognised his academic achievements and 

volunteered commitment to our organisation the 

movement. Congratulations to Mary Zanotto, a 

longstanding member and supporter of Towradgi Surf 

Club, together with the Calabria Cultural Centre, 

finally seeing the completion of their Migrant Project 

on January 23 after 8 years of hard work, the 

monument now stands proud on Cliff Rd Wollongong, 

celebrating and honouring people of all ethnic 

background which, recognises contribution to the 

social, cultural and economic fabric of our region. 

The Calabrian Cultural Centre is one of the many 

supporters of our club. 

 

We encourage the younger members to get more 

involved in the Club’s Administration and 

Management to ease the workload of the few that put 

their hands up every year. As we grow, each season 

the Club needs extra helping hands in certain areas. 

We ask you to give a few hours of your time a week 

to help the executives with office responsibilities and 

continue to efficiently run a successful organisation. 

 

What we have achieved is not the end of our dreams, 

we mustn’t go backwards, but continue to strive. We 

must never take things for granted; success only 

comes to those who have the will to make it happen.  

 
 

 
Adriana Gervaise  

President  

 

 

FAIRY MEADOW 

  
 

Fairy Meadow had a successful 2014/2015 season, a 

few bumps along the way but we made it in the end.  

 

We started the season strong with 6 large patrols, 

unfortunately after Christmas our numbers began to 

fall. Thankyou to all those members who patrolled 

and stuck with us and to those who helped out behind 

the scenes.  

 
 

Our nippers continue to grow in strength which is 

great to see. Each year we have more and more kids 

staying on to complete their SRC and Bronze awards 

and taking on the challenge of patrolling. Our Chief 

Training Officer commenting that the last group of 

SRC participants were some of the most skilful he has 

ever trained. This is testament to the great work being 

done by our junior chair person, age managers and 

water safety.  

 

I cannot write this report without mentioning Jeff 

‘Golly’ Banks, Who achieved some awesome results 

at all carnivals this season, including some podium 

finishes at world titles. He was deservingly awarded 

the Surf Lifesaving Illawarra’s Masters Athlete of the 

Year Award.  

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

With the end of this season we saw a change in 

executive within our club. Our Club Captain of 

5years Jeremy Kuiper has stepped down from the 

position along with our secretary Nathan McKnight 

and myself as president after 4 years. I’d like to thank 

the boys for all they have done, they have led our 

club well. I wish the new executive committee the 

best of luck.  

 

I’ll finish up by thanking everyone at Surf House for 

their help throughout the season and of course our 

sponsors, who keep our club alive. 

 

I’ll see you all next season! 

 

 
Ermes Raccanello 

President. 

 

NORTH  WOLLONGONG 

 
 

 

The 2014/2015 year has been a successful season in 

many ways including the fact that no lives were lost 

whilst our patrols were on duty at North Wollongong 

beach.     

 

 

Another year and surf season passes and the Club 

celebrates and faces a new year with optimism and 

enthusiasm touched by the negativity of Saturday 

Patrols. 

 

The Club as usual the Club keeps a low profile and 

out of the spotlight but it showed that we were doing 

our job well of providing beach and surf safety as 

required by the Community, Council and Illawarra 

Branch. 

 

As with all clubs we have problems with member 

retention.   As a result the Club has reduced patrol 

numbers to seven but through the endeavours of our 

Chief Instructors and his Education Team the current 

patrolling members continue to impress with 

obtaining new awards.   This is an important goal for 

the Club to obtain new members and continue to 

expand members training and the obtaining of awards. 

 

 
 

The Club continues to move forward its aim in 

promoting a family friendly club and it’s great to see 

the enjoyment of all nippers on Sundays learning new 

skills and putting these skills into practise.   We also 

have a small group who compete at carnivals 

including the ‘Sydney Water Carnivals’ who have fun, 

gained experience and continue to better personal 

bests.   The Club is looking at reviving its Ocean 

Swim and Beach Run to increase the Club’s profile 

and community involvement.   This is a competition 

for the broadest number of participants and not the 

elite competitors.    This competition is planned to be 

run and return for several years. 

 

As in previous years the job of running the Club is 

very difficult and complex but with an energetic 

committee with new ideas the Club can only move 

forward.   It is a privilege to work with such a team.   

The Club continues to invest in high quality rescue 

equipment.   New equipment is sometimes obtained 

through grants but the bulk of obtaining this 

equipment is mostly gained through membership fees 

and fundraising.  The Club has obtained over the past 

and current season the following equipment. An 

Arancia IRB (another story), Mercury motor, IRB 

trailer, rescue boards (both hard and soft), rescue 

tubes, Resus Manikins and Defibrilator. 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

Thanks to the support and commitment of all 

patrolling members which enabled the Club to 

complete another year with no lives lost.   Keeping 

the beach incident free is a hard task when you 

consider North Wollongong is regarded as the 

Illawarra’s most popular beach. With Stuart Park 

continuing to attract more and more visitors the role 

of the patrolling members is always varied and 

stressful.  Every weekend many preventative actions 

take place due to our patrolling area from 

Wollongong Harbour to Puckeys Estate but due to the 

diligence and training of our members the high 

standards of surf and beach safety to our community 

continue.  The Club is in discussion with Wollongong 

Council to be included in the Council’s CCTV 

coverage of Fairy Creek and Puckeys Estate to assist 

our patrolling presence. 

 

 
 

The Club congratulates all our competitors from the 

Nipper ranks to our Masters who competed for the 

Club at local, Branch, State and National Surf 

Carnivals.  We always get a sprinkling of medals.    

Well done.  Our representatives were all fine 

ambassadors of the Club.  We will continue to 

support all members with the best of our available 

resources. 

 

Another year passes with our relationship with 

Towradgi Surf Club continuing to expand further by 

working together and training our members sharing 

club’s, equipment and coaching.  This is a terrific 

bond between the Clubs and I thank their President               

Adriana Gervaise in encouraging this bond. 

 

There will be many challenges facing the Club as it 

deals with Council's proposal to renovate the Club.   

It is hoped the new roof will happen this year but the 

renovations which will have to include disabled 

access by way of a lift is going to cost a lot of money 

which the Council doesn't have. 

 

Our sponsors were great once again and the growth of 

the Club depends on their continued support and their 

generosity.  We thank you for your support and 

contribution over the year and look forward to this 

continuing as it means for us to remain financially 

viable and resourced.  The Club is always looking to 

promote these sponsors and trust that they benefit 

from this support.  

  

The Club looks forward to another succesful year of 

being part of Surf Life Saving in Illawarra. 

 
 

 
Lance Tarrant 

President  

 

 

WOLLONGONG CITY 

  
 

Seeing 640 members, family and friends stand in 

unison and applaud Wollongong City SLSC’s March 

Past team at the Centenary Gala Ball captured the 

spirit of recognition and celebration of our Centenary 

season.  It was touching to see that the Club meant so 

much to so many. 
 

100 years of patrolling Wollongong City Beach is a 

significant milestone.  For several seasons members 

were excited about commemorating this momentous 

occasion appropriately.  Thanks to the tireless efforts 

of members planning the Ball and reunion, arranging 

an amazing memorabilia display and refreshing the 

Clubhouse, the celebrations were an overwhelming 

success.  The Centenary season provided the Club the 

opportunity to recognise our past, celebrate what we 

are now and look forward to continued success as a 

major regional surf club. 

 

 
 

Despite the excitement generated by the Centenary, 

we did not lose focus on our patrolling efforts during 

the year.  Through your efforts we met increasing 

patrolling commitments and can proudly recognise 

“No Lives Lost”.  The contribution of all members to 

this great record is greatly appreciated. 

 

Positive news is relatively close in limiting Saturday 

patrols to meaningful times and minimising 



 
 

  
  

 
 

duplication of the efforts of WCC Lifeguards.  Again 

all members are strongly encouraged to obtain 

supplementary awards such as ARTC and IRB drivers.  

In addition to increasing your overall lifesaving skills 

it provides a unique opportunity to reduce individual 

hours spent on the beach through an increase in the 

number of patrol teams.  

 

Late in the season a new tower, offering joint access 

to our members and WCC Lifeguards, was 

constructed.  Whilst this satisfies line of site issues 

for patrol observation there are still acknowledged 

issues beach access difficulties and reduced beach 

amenity due to the significant dunal build-up.  

According to WCC’s “Dune Management Strategy” 

we are still several years away from having the dunes 

re-shaped.  We are hoping that completion of 

investigative work on the state of rubble in the dunes 

and successful completion of like projects (Woonona 

and Towradgi) might expedite the scheduled works, 

however it appears unlikely at this point. 

 

As has been the case over our 100 year history, 

members donning the “Maroon and Whites” 

represented our Club with pride and distinction.  It 

was great seeing two R&R teams represent 

Wollongong City SLSC all the way to the Australian 

Championships, hopefully this enthusiasm continues.  

Our craft and boat competitors obtained some great 

results during the season and in several instances 

probably deserved greater rewards at major 

Championships.  There was discussion by numerous 

ex-competitors at the Centenary celebrations about 

again competing for the Club.  Such “comebacks” 

would be warmly welcome and contribute to keeping 

the surf sports tradition of our Club alive.   

 

Congratulations to the BJA Committee and all our 

“Nippers” for having such a successful season.  The 

critical role played by Wollongong City SLSC in the 

development of junior surf lifesaving nationally was 

explained by Michael Minns during the Centenary 

celebrations.  Michael is amazed with where the 

“Nippers” now are and that over 300 Penguins are 

provided with such an engaging introduction to being 

lifesavers. 

 
 

 
 

Many ex-members who visited the Club during the 

season were overwhelmed with our great facilities 

and the resources which support both our patrols and 

competitive members.  A small group of members is 

primarily responsible for maintaining these Club 

facilities and a huge vote of thanks is owed for their 

significant efforts.  We need to consider how we 

collectively can be of further assistance to these 

members. 

 

Particularly in our Centenary season we have been so 

fortunate to again enjoy the generosity of our core 

group of sponsors.  We do not and cannot take their 

assistance for granted and I ask you to reciprocate 

their goodwill at every opportunity. 

 
 

 
Mick Jennett 

President 

 

 

PORT KEMBLA 
 

  
 

As the 2014/2015 season concludes, I wish to thank 

all our members who contributed to our club. 

 

Our strength is our active patrolling members. These 

members are the unsung heroes of the Life Saving 

movement. Without these members we would not be 

able to perform any other activities as a club, so to all 

our members, your help has been greatly appreciated. 

Well done!   

 

 
 

To our competing members who put in not only 

patrol hours but also many hours of training, thank 

you.  

 

Many voluntary hours are required off the beach to 

run our club. We are very fortunate to have a skilled 

and dedicated group of people that make up our 

committee and executive. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank and congratulate them on a job 



 
 

  
  

 
 

well done. We need more of this. They have made my 

job so much easier. 

 

The financial burden in running our club successfully 

is becoming increasingly harder. We are fortunate to 

have some great people and organisation’s which 

assist us. These include Port Kembla Port 

Corporation, Kel Campbell Caltex, and Smith &Sons 

Renovations and Extensions.  I thank them for their 

ongoing support 

 

 
Dave Erskine 

President 

 

 

WINDANG 

  
 

Windang SLSC achieved great things during 2014-15, 

and above all the lifesaving activities of our members 

resulted in no lives lost at Windang. Well done and 

thankyou to all club members that helped achieve this 

target, including those who work tirelessly behind the 

scenes to ensure the club continues to operate.  Thank 

you to the club’s key sponsors; Hampton Family 

Lake Illawarra Hotel, Club Windang, Pedders 

Wollongong and KJ Scaffolding.  The club would not 

function without your assistance and your support is 

greatly appreciated.  The club looks forward to many 

more years working together to help support our local 

community.  

 

One of the great achievements was April Hockey 

being awarded SLSI Junior Lifesaver of the Year.  On 

top of this, April put a huge effort into organising an 

Able Nippers program, together with the assistance of 

Michelle and Peter Bootes from Pambula who have 

ran similar programs for years.  Windang hosted one 

day during the season to encourage local disabled 

kids to be involved in nipper activities – the day was 

an outstanding success and very well received by the 

participants and their families.  

 

 

 

Congratulations are due for Kiara Meredith who won 

a gold medal at the Australia Surf Life Saving 

Championships in the U15 board riding competition.  

This is a great achievement and it was unfortunate 

that Kiara didn’t have other opportunities to represent 

and do the club proud throughout the season.  

 

 
 

The club maintained the same patrolling obligations 

and hours from the 2013-14 season, with Saturdays 

patrolled for three hours throughout the Christmas 

school holiday peak period.  Fortunately the club has 

received further reductions in its Saturday patrol 

obligations for the coming 2015-16 season thanks to 

some great work from Val Zanotto and others from 

Surf Life Saving Illawarra.  

 

The nippers have continued a strong presence at 

Windang and this season saw the retiring of Steve 

Watson from the role of Junior Chairperson – well 

done to Steve for many years in this position.  

Welcome also to Amanda Giles who will lead the 

nippers into the 2015-16 season and help develop the 

next generation of lifesavers.  

 

Congratulations to all members who recognised at our 

annual presentation night. You should share the 

Club’s pride in your achievements and the 

contribution you have made to surf life saving.  Well 

done to Doug Hockey, Club Person of the Year – 

Doug was an outstanding club member who promoted 

additional board training within the club, gained a 

number of lifesaving awards and also helped other 

clubs in the branch such as Bellambi with their patrol 

obligations.  Additional congratulations to Jayson 

Norris who was awarded SLSI Assessor of the Year.   
 

 

Matt Quince 

President 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 28 FEBRUARY 2015 
 RESULTS - JUNIORS 

 

MALE  1st 
 

2nd 
 

3rd 
 

UNDER 14 

      
Ironman Dylan Gillett Thirroul Jason Vugrek  Wollongong City Kayde Janson Towradgi  

Surf  Dylan Gillett Thirroul Kayde Jansen Towradgi Toby Bartley Helensburgh St. Park 

Board Kayde Jansen Towradgi Dylan Gillett Thirroul Jason Vugrek  Wollongong City 

Flags Kailin Gregory Towradgi Jarryd Murphy Towradgi Matthew Anger Helensburgh St. Park 

Sprint Jarryd Murphy Towradgi Kailin Gregory Towradgi Matthew Anger Helensburgh St. Park 

UNDER 13 

      
Ironman Michael Tapia North Wollongong Noah Murphy Towradgi Angus McGoldrick Wollongong City 

Surf  Michael Tapia North Wollongong Noah Murphy Towradgi Jesse Colquhoun Wollongong City 

Board Michael Tapia North Wollongong Noah Murphy Towradgi Jesse Colquhoun Wollongong City 

Flags Sam Zustovich Towradgi Noah Hill Bellambi Jordan Karakousis Wollongong City 

Sprint Sam Zustovich Towradgi Jordan Karakousis Wollongong City Zac Brett Thirroul 

UNDER 12 

      
Ironman Will Clarke Thirroul Brock Rowcliff Thirroul Balin Munroe Towradgi 

Surf  Brock Rowcliff Thirroul Coen Taylor Bulli Will Clarke Thirroul 

Board Zen Stuart Thirroul Brock Rowcliff Thirroul Max Ottaway Austinmer 

Flags Jack Bridges Helensburgh St. Park Cain Barnes Wollongong City Brandon Morkous Bellambi 

Sprint Jack Bridges Helensburgh St. Park Daniel Jirsa Austinmer Brendon Morkus Bellambi 

UNDER 11 

      
Ironman Lucas Ottaway Austinmer Ryan Empson Austinmer Heath Wheeler Bulli 

Surf  Ryan Empson Austinmer Lucas Ottaway Austinmer Alistair Gorgijovski Wollongong City 

Board Lucas Ottaway Austinmer Heath Wheeler Bulli Ethan Sparks North Wollongong 

Flags Kai Anderson Towradgi Ryan Bourke Helensburgh St. Park Aiden Colquhoun Bulli 

Sprint Harrison Mercer Austinmer Sean Ritter Scarborough Wombarra Jake Stewart Corrimal 

UNDER 10 

      
Surf  Caleb Sharman Bulli Billy Sargent-Wilson Woonona 

Bowen 

Willebrands Helensburgh St. Park 

Board Marley Cooke Thirroul Max Timbrell Bulli Caleb Sharman Bulli 

Flags Bailey Sommers Corrimal Rhyley Ellem Towradgi Angus Pope Coledale 

Sprint Ashton Neall Towradgi Callum Rann Austinmer Angus Pope Coledale 

UNDER 9 

      
Surf  Brayden Woodford Corrimal Zane Hammersley Bulli Mile Gorgijovski Wollongong City 

Board Jack Wilson Thirroul Lewis Sargent-Wilson Woonona Brayden Woodford Corrimal 

Flags Kyan Pickthall Sandon Point Jai Barnes Wollongong City Kascha Cervoni Towradgi 

Sprint Jackson Smith Bellambi Matthew Walker Bellambi Joe Sossai Towradgi 

UNDER 8 

      
Wade Baxter Hanley Bulli Jacob Meier-Lindner Bulli Jobi Hanley Bulli 

Flags Addison Ramirez Helensburgh St. Park Zane Timmins Towradgi Jyden Napiar Towradgi 

Sprint Addison Ramirez Helensburgh St. Park Jacob Meier-Lindner Bulli Keenan Rourke Scarborough Wombarra 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 28 FEBRUARY 2015 
 RESULTS - JUNIORS 

 

FEMALE 1st 2nd 3rd 

UNDER 14 

      
Ironwoman Sienna Stuart Thirroul Tara Pettigrew North Wollongong Scarlett Richards Bulli 

Surf  Charlotte Bridger Thirroul Tara Pettigrew North Wollongong Sienna Stuart Thirroul 

Board Sienna Stuart Thirroul Tara Pettigrew North Wollongong Bella Wise Thirroul 

Flags Siarn Rowcliff Thirroul Bella Wise Thirroul Shannon Scutts Helensburgh St.Park 

Sprint Siarn Rowcliff Thirroul Shannon Scutts Helensburgh St.Park Bella Wise Thirroul 

UNDER 13 

      
Ironwoman Zara Sharman Bulli Kiamana Fittock Bulli Bronte Sweeny Bulli 

Surf  Kaimana Fittock Bulli Zara Sharman Bulli Bronte Sweeny Bulli 

Board Zara Sharman Bulli Darcy Air Thirroul Jade Swan Thirroul 

Flags Natalia Karakousis Wollongong City Rani Sossai Towradgi Lexie Barnes Wollongong City 

Sprint Natalia Karakousis Wollongong City Rani Sossai Towradgi Charlotte Bett Wollongong City 

UNDER 12 

      
Ironwoman Sophie Deluca Thirroul Brittany Tapia North Wollongong Reagan Norris North Wollongong 

Surf  Brittany Tapia North Wollongong Sophie DeLuca Thirroul Olivia Colquhoun Wollongong City 

Board Sophie Deluca Thirroul Tahlia Morris Wollongong City Brittany Tapia North Wollongong 

Flags Matisse Sailor Wollongong City Allisa Parkes North Wollongong Natalie Tomasiello Wollongong City 

Sprint Iluka Budai Austinmer Alissa Parks North Wollongong Matisse Sailor Wollongong City 

UNDER 11 

      
Ironwoman Jade Van Duin Bulli Holly Holmesby Bulli Dale Air Thirroul 

Surf  Holly Holmesby Bulli Jade Van Duin Bulli Tianna Massey Helensbugh St.Park 

Board Holly Holmesby Bulli Dale Air Thirroul Georgia Petty Thirroul 

Flags Amy Joy Bellambi Laura Green Towradgi Monica Way Helensbugh St.Park 

Sprint Amy Joy Bellambi Laura Green Towradgi Ava Ruston Helensbugh St.Park 

UNDER 10 

      
Surf  Sarah Locke Bulli Chelsea Jones Bulli Jamie De Luitis Scarborough Wombarra 

Board Sarah Locke Bulli Chelsea Jones Bulli Karla Jones Thirroul 

Flags Maddy Agnew Helensburgh St.Park Sienna Yeo Towradgi Lola Sossai Towradgi 

Sprint Maddy Agnew Helensburgh St.Park Summer Cahill Coledale Nikki Taylor Bellambi 

UNDER 9 

      
Surf  Jazz Munro Towradgi Isobella Wood Corrimal Bella Massey Helensburgh St/Park 

Board Jazz Munro Towradgi Yasmin Schuldt North Wollongong Isobella Wood Corrimal 

Flags Gabby Eaton North Wollongong Samara Jirsa Austinmer Rhian Yeo Towradgi 

Sprint Samara Jirsa Austinmer Allegra Rock Sandon Point Gabby Eaton North Wollongong 

UNDER 8 

      
Wade Alaska Stuart Thirroul Ava Coleman Austinmer Tessa Body Thirroul 

Flags Felecity Turner Fairy Meadow Estelle Heffernan Wollongong City Tori Shipton Thirroul 

Sprint Alaska Stuart Thirroul Hayley Deacon Towradgi Grace Crittenden Austinmer 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 28 FEBRUARY 2015 
RESULTS - JUNIORS 

 

TEAMS 

 

1st 

 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 

March Past Corrimal Helens. Stanwell Park Blue Thirroul 

All Age Board Relay Thirroul A Bulli     

All Age Beach Relay Wollongong City A Towradgi Wollongong City B 

Senior Cameron Relay Thirroul A Bulli M Bulli G 

U14 Surf Team Thirroul     Towradgi Helens. Stanwell Park Red 

U14 Board Relay Bulli  Thirroul B Thirroul A 

U14 Board Rescue Thirroul A Bulli G Thirroul B 

U14 Beach Relay Towradgi Helens. Stanwell Park Blue Helens. Stanwell Park Red 

    
U13 Surf Teams Bulli A North Wollongong Bulli B 

U13 Board Relay Bulli M Thirroul North Wollongong 

U13 Board Rescue Bulli M Bulli G Towradgi 

U13 Beach Relay Wollongong City Bulli   Towradgi 

    
Junior Cameron Relay Thirroul Bulli G Bulli M 

U12 Surf Teams Thirroul Wollongong City    North Wollongong 

U12 Board Relay Thirroul Towradgi Wollongong City 

U12 Board Rescue Thirroul A Wollongong City A North Wollongong B 

U12 Beach Relay Helensburgh Stanwell Park Bellambi North Wollongong   

    
U11 Surf Teams Bulli   Wollongong City Corrimal 

U11 Board Relay Bulli M Thirroul B Towradgi 

U11 Board Rescue Thirroul A Bulli M Wollongong City 

U11 Beach Relay Towradgi Bellambi Austinmer 

    
U10 Surf Teams Bulli Scarborough Wombarra Thirroul 

U10 Board Relay Thirroul Bulli G Bulli M 

        

U10 Beach Relay Bellambi Helensburgh Stanwell Park Thirroul 

    
U9 Surf Teams Bulli  Corrrimal Wollongong City 

U9 Board Relay Bulli  North Wollongong Towradgi 

        

U9 Beach Relay Helensburgh Stanwell Park Towradgi Corrimal 

    
U8 Wade Relay Bulli  Thirroul B Thirroul G 

        

U8 Beach Relay Helensburgh Stanwell Park Thirroul    Towradgi 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 1 MARCH 2015 
RESULTS - SENIORS 

 

MALE  1st 

 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 
OPENS 

      
Ironman Lachlan O'Grady Bulli Tobias Lunney Bulli Mark Norris North Wollongong 

Surf  Lachlan O'Grady Bulli Tobias Lunney Bulli Aiden Pettigrew North Wollongong 

Board Mani Meredith Corrimal Tobias Lunney Bulli Brad Nees Bulli 

Ski Lachlan O'Grady Bulli Michael Locke Bulli Glenn Sweeny Bulli 

Double Ski Timbrell/Locke Bulli O'Grady/Lunney Bulli Barry/Lee North Wollongong 

Tube              

Board Rescue             

2km Beach run Mitch Hennessy Wollongong City Tate English Towradgi Harry O'Donoghue Coledale 

Flags Tom Dewey Helensburgh St.Park Tim Burgman Helensburgh St.Park Daniel Robberds Helensburgh St.Park 

Sprint Tom Dewey Helensburgh St.Park Daniel Robberds Helensburgh St.Park Daniel McKellar Helensburgh St.Park 

UNDER 19 

      
Ironman Tobias Lunney Bulli Brad Nees Bulli     

Surf  Tobias Lunney Bulli Brad Nees Bulli     

Board Tobias Lunney Bulli Brad Nees Bulli Toby Adams North Wollongong 

Ski Tobias Lunney Bulli Brad Nees Bulli     

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run Mitch Hennessy Wollongong City         

Flags             

Sprint             

UNDER 17 

      
Ironman Mani Meredith Corrimal Lachlan Kimberley North Wollongong Tim Tapia North Wollongong 

Surf  Mani Meredith Corrimal Lachlan Kimberley North Wollongong Tim Tapia North Wollongong 

Board Mani Meredith Corrimal Keiran McKay North Wollongong Lachlan Kimberley North Wollongong 

Ski Mani Meredith Corrimal Lachlan Kimberley North Wollongong     

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run Harry O'Donoghue Coledale         

Flags Tim Burgman Helensburgh St.Park Harry O'Donoghue Coledale Jack Williams Helensburgh St.Park 

Sprint Dominic Keegan Helensburgh St.Park Tim Burgman Helensburgh St.Park Jack Williams Helensburgh St.Park 

UNDER 15 

      
Ironman Jake Beaumont Thirroul Jed Wells Wollongong City Tim Gordon Bulli 

Surf  Tim Gordon Bulli Jed Wells Wollongong City Jake Beaumont Thirroul 

Board Ben Vugrek  Wollongong City Jake Beaumont Thirroul Jed Wells Wollongong City 

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run             

Flags Brock Scrivener Helensburgh St.Park Nic Wingrove Helensburgh St.Park Brent Manning Helensburgh St.Park 

Sprint Brock Scrivener Helensburgh St.Park Nic Wingrove Helensburgh St.Park Brent Manning Helensburgh St.Park 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 1 MARCH 2015 
RESULTS - SENIORS 

 

MALE 

 

30-39YRS  1st 

 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 
Ironman Tim Jennett Wollongong City         

Surf  Sebastian James Bulli Chris Traill Bulli Greg Miller Bulli 

Board Tim Jennett Wollongong City Chris Traill Bulli     

Ski Sebastian James Bulli Tim Jennett Wollongong City     

2km Beach Run             

Flags             

Sprint Kirk McDonald Coledale         

40-49YRS 

      
Ironman Mark Norris North Wollongong Brett Holmes Thirroul Michael Jennett Wollongong City 

Surf Mark Norris North Wollongong Michael Jennett Wollongong City Brett Holmes Thirroul 

Board Mark Norris North Wollongong Michael Jennett Wollongong City Brett Holmes Thirroul 

Ski Ian Timbrell Bulli Glenn Sweeny Bulli Michael Jennett Wollongong City 

2km Beach Run Roy Wakelin-King Thirroul Paul Sparks North Wollongong     

Flags Ray Wylie Bellambi Darren Grant Coledale Shawn Van Duin Bulli 

Sprint Ray Wylie Bellambi Darren Grant Coledale Adam Berry Thirroul 

50YRS+ 

      
Ironman Darren Lee North Wollongong Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow Rick Bond Towradgi 

Surf Mick Banach Thirroul Noel Gracie  Fairy Meadow Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow 

Board Rick Bond Towradgi Perry Martin Thirroul Mick Banach Thirroul 

Ski Darren Lee North Wollongong Rob Barry North Wollongong Peter Richards Bulli 

2km Beach Run Kevin Ryan North Wollongong Bruce Percy  Bellambi Ian Adams North Wollongong 

Flags Bruce Percy Bellambi 

Anthony 

O'Donoghue Coledale     

Sprint Peter Richards Bulli Bruce Percy Bellambi Kevin Ryan North Wollongong 

Over 24yrs 

      
Surf Race Greg Miller Bulli Matthew Freeman Bulli Mark Norris North Wollongong 

30YRS + 

      
Tube             

Board Rescue             

Double Ski Locke/Timbrell Bulli James/Sweeny Bulli Freeman/Lord Bulli 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 1 MARCH 2015 
RESULTS - SENIORS 

FEMALE 

OPENS 1st 

 
2nd 

 
3rd 

 
Ironwoman Emma Brown Bulli Kiah Taylor Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli 

Surf  Mali Taylor Bulli Emma Brown Bulli Emma Lockhart Thirroul 

Board Mali Taylor Bulli Emma Brown Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli 

Ski Emma Lockhart Thirroul Emma Brown Bulli Kiah Taylor Bulli 

Double Ski Brown/K Taylor Bulli Lockhart/Morris Thirroul     

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run Susan Joy Bellambi Valoria Crick Bellambi Jackie Percy Bellambi 

Flags Davina Strauss Coledale Kate Lewis Helensburgh St.Park Ella Saberton Helensburgh St.Park 

Sprint Laura Shorter  Helensburgh St.Park Alana Humphries Helensburgh St.Park Kate Lewis Helensburgh St.Park 

UNDER 19 

      
Ironwoman Emma Brown Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli     

Surf  Emma Brown Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli     

Board Emma Brown Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli     

Ski Emma Brown Bulli Morgan Richards Bulli     

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run             

Flags             

Sprint             

UNDER 17 

      
Ironwoman Mali Taylor Bulli Denver Richards Bulli Kiah Taylor Bulli 

Surf  Mali Taylor Bulli Denver Richards Bulli Kiah Taylor Bulli 

Board Mali Taylor Bulli Kiah Taylor Bulli Denver Richards Bulli 

Ski Kiah Taylor Bulli Mali Taylor Bulli     

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run             

Flags Kate Lewis Helensburgh St.Park Ella Saberton Helensburgh St.Park     

Sprint Kate Lewis Helensburgh St.Park Ella Saberton Helensburgh St.Park     

UNDER 15 

      Ironwoman Kate Dryden Thirroul Meg Fox Wollongong City Scarlett Richards Bulli 

Surf  Kate Dryden Thirroul Kaimana Fittock Bulli Zara Sharman Bulli 

Board Sienna Stuart Thirroul Kate Dryden  Thirroul Tahlie Fennell  Thirroul 

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run Ally Thomas Bulli Zara Sharman Bulli Bronte Sweeny Bulli 

Flags Jazmine Yew Thirroul Kiara Leslie Towradgi Holly Colquhoun Bulli 

Sprint Jazmine Yew Thirroul Shannon Scutts Helensburgh St.Park Michaela Scutts Helensburgh St.Park 

30YRS+ 

      Surf  Michelle Emmett Thirroul Di Gillett Thirroul     

Board Michelle Emmett Thirroul Di Gillett Thirroul     

Ski             

Tube             

Board Rescue             

2km Beach Run Susan Joy Bellambi Valoria Crick Bellambi     

Flags Davina Strauss Coledale Valoria Crick Bellambi Susan Joy Bellambi 

Sprint Davina Strauss Coledale Susan Joy Bellambi Anne Walton Thirroul 



 
 

  
  

 
 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS HELD AT NORTH WOLLONGONG, 1 MARCH 2015 
RESULTS – SENIORS 

 

 1st 2nd 3rd 

Open Taplin Bulli Gold Bulli A Bulli Maroon 

Open Surf Team Bulli A Bulli B North Wollongong 

Open Board Relay Bulli A Towradgi Wollongong City 

Open Mixed Double Ski Bulli - Locke/K Taylor Bulli - O'Grady/Brown Bulli - C Richards/M Richards 

Open Ski Relay Bulli A Bulli B Bulli C 

Open Beach Relay Helensburgh Stanwell Park Mens Helensburgh Stanwell Park Mixed Bulli 

    
U19 Taplin       

U19 Surf Teams Bulli  North Wollongong   

U19 Board Relay       

U17-19 Ski Relay Bulli A Bulli B   

U19 Beach Relay       

    
U17 Taplin       

U17 Surf Teams       

U17 Board Relay       

U17 Beach Relay       

    
U15 Cameron Thirroul A Wollongong City B Wollongong City A 

U15 Surf Teams Wollongong City A Thirroul Bulli A 

U15 Board Relay       

U15 Beach Relay Helensburgh Stanwell Park Bellambi   

110YRS + 

   
Taplin North Wollongong Bulli B Bulli A 

Surf Teams Bulli B Bulli A Thirroul A 

Board Relay       

Ski Relay North Wollongong Bulli Gold Bulli Maroon 

Beach Relay Bulli Coledale Bellambi 

    



 
 

  
  

 
 

NSW INTERBRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS 
13-14 December 2014 @ Catherine Hill Bay 
 
1st U19 Male Sprint Daniel McKellar  

1st U17 Female Sprint Yvette Avery  

1st U15 Female Flags Jasmine Yew  

1st U13 Male Flags Sam Zustovich  

   
2nd Open Female Sprint Laura Shorter   

2nd Open Male Sprint Tom Dewey  

2nd U15 Female Sprint Jazmine Yew  

2nd Open Female Flags Laura Shorter  

2nd Open Male Flags Tom Dewey  

2nd U19 Male Flags Daniel McKellar  

2nd U15 Male Flags Brock Scrivener  

2nd U14 Female Flags Siarn Rowcliff  

2nd Senior Beach Relay Illawarra 

2nd U12 Male Surf Race Coen Taylor  

   
3rd U19 Female Sprint Keeleigh McCauley  

3rd U14 Male Sprint Jarryd Murphy  

3rd U13 Male Sprint Sam Zustovich  

3rd U17 Female Flags Yvette Avery  

3rd U13 Female Flags Jayme Miller  

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

2015 NSW AGE SURF LIFE SAVING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
6-8 March 2015 @ Umina/Ocean Beach 

 
3 Gold, 1 Silver 
 

1st U13 Male Beach Sprint Smauel Zustovich Towradgi 

1st U13 Male Beach Flags Samuel Zustovich Towradgi 

1st U10 Female Beach Relay Helensburgh-Stanwell Park (A) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

    

2nd U12 Male Beach Flags Jack Bridges Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

 
 

2015 NSW SURF LIFE SAVING OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
13-15 March 2015 @ Umina/Ocean Beach 

 
7 Gold, 10 Silver, 8 Bronze 
EVENTS FROM AREA: 
 

1st U19 Male Beach Sprint Daniel McKellar (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

1st U17 Female Beach Sprint Yvette Avery (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

1st U17 Male Beach Sprint Timothy Burgmann (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

1st U19 Female Beach Flags Keeleigh McCauley (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

1st Open Female Surf Boat Helensburgh-Stanwell Park (BMX Bandits) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

1st Open Male Surf Boat Bulli (A) Bulli 

1st U23 Female Surf Boat Austinmer  (Blue) Austinmer 

    
2nd Open Female Beach Sprint Yvette Avery (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd Open Male Beach Sprint Thomas Dewey (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd U19 Female Beach Sprint Kaitlin Mott (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd U15 Male Beach Sprint Adam Newey (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd Open Female Beach Flags Siobhan Dibley (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd U17 Female Beach Flags Kate Lewis (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd U15 Female Beach Flags Jazmine Yew (Thirroul) Thirroul 

2nd U15 Male Beach Relay Helensburgh-Stanwell Park (Hornets) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

2nd Open Female Surf Boat Austinmer (Blue) Austinmer 

2nd Open Male Surf Boat Austinmer (Blue) Austinmer 

    
3rd U17 Male Beach Flags Jack Williams (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd U15 Male Beach Flags Brock Scrivener (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd Open Female Beach Relay Helensburgh-Stanwell Park (Honey Bees) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd U19 Male Beach Relay Helensburgh-Stanwell Park (Stingers) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd U19 Surf Boat Austinmer (Blue) Austinmer 

3rd U17 Female Beach Sprint Kate Lewis (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd Open Female Beach Flags Laura Humphries (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd Open Female Beach Sprint Siobhan Dibley (Helensburgh-Stanwell Park) Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 
 

   

 
 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 
er Team 

2015 NSW MASTERS SURF LIFE SAVING CHAMPIONSHIPS  
11-12 March 2015 @ Umina/Ocean Beach 

 
8 Gold, 14 Silver, 5 Bronze 
 

1st 35-39 Female Beach Sprint Davina Strauss  Coledale 

1st 65-69 Ironman Jeff Banks  Fairy Meadow 

1st 40-44 Male Board  Chad Noble Thirroul 

1st 35-39 Male Rescue Tube Race Sebastian James  Bulli 

1st 65-69 Male Rescue Tube Race Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow 

1st 65-69 Male Surf Race Jeff Banks  Fairy Meadow 

1st 170 yrs Mixed Surf Team Thirroul (B) Thirroul 

1st 35-39 Male Double Ski Bulli (A) Bulli 

    
2nd 55-59 Female Beach Flags Valoria Crick Bellambi 

2nd 55-59 Female 2KM Beach Run Valoria Crick Bellambi 

2nd 65-69 Male 1KM Beach Run Euan Poulton  Thirroul 

2nd 50-54 Male Board  Rick Bond Towradgi 

2nd 65-69 Male Board  Laurence Jennett  Wollongong City 

2nd 65-69 Male Board Rescue Thirroul (A) Thirroul 

2nd 55-59 Male Rescue Tube Race Michael Banach Thirroul 

2nd 60-64 Male Surf Race Noel Gracie Fairy Meadow 

2nd 40-44 Male Single Ski Michael Locke Bulli 

2nd 45-49 Male Single Ski Ian Timbrell Bulli 

2nd 65-69 Male Single Ski Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow 

2nd 40-44 Male Double Ski Bulli (A) Bulli 

2nd 130 yrs Male Single Ski Relay Bulli (A) Bulli 

2nd 180 yrs Male Surf Boat Austinmer (Blue) Austinmer 

    
3rd 55-59 Female Beach Sprint Valoria Crick  Bellambi 

3rd 40-44 Male Board  Michael Jennett Wollongong City 

3rd 65-69 Male Board  Ross Taylor Thirroul 

3rd 130 yrs min. Male Board Relay Thirroul (A) Thirroul 

3rd 60-64 Mixed Double Ski Fairy Meadow (A) Fairy Meadow 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

NSW IRB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
27-28 June 2015 @ Mollymook 
 
1st Open Female Mass  Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 
1st 35+ Years Mass  Thirroul (Turner) Thirroul 
    
2nd Open Female Tube Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 

    
3rd Open Female Tube Thirroul (Beach Please) Thirroul 
3rd 35+ Years Rescue  Thirroul (Turner) Thirroul 

 
 
 
 
NSW PREMIERSHIP CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Round 1 – postponed to 31 May 2015 
Round 2 – Windang 16 May 2015 
Round 3 – Terrigal 30 May 2015 
Round 4 – Kiama Downs 13 & 14 June 2015 
 
 
1st Open Female Tube Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 

    
2nd Open Female Mass  Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 

2nd Open Male Mass  Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 

2nd U23 Mixed Mass  Woonona (White) Woonona 

    
3rd Open Female Rescue  Thirroul (Blue) Thirroul 

 
 
 
 
 

BEST OF THE BEST 
SURF BOAT CHAMPIONSHIPS  
28 March 2015 @ North Narrabeen 
 

 
1st U23 Men Wollongong City 

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

2014 SLSNSW POOL RESCUE CHAMPIONSHIPS  

26-27 July 2014 @ Woy Woy 
 
3 Gold, 10 Silver, 5 Bronze 
 

1st U14-15 Female 200m Obstacle Relay Bulli A Bulli 

1st U12 Female  50m Brick Carry Zara Sharman  Bulli 

1st U12 Female 50m Free w/fins Kiamana Fittock  Bulli 

    
2nd U17 Female  200m Obstacle Race Alexandra Smiroldo  Bulli 

2nd U15 Female 200m Obstacle Race Kelsey Cresswell  Bulli 

2nd U12 Female 100m Obstacle Race Zara Sharman  Bulli 

2nd U15 Female 50m Manikin Carry Mali Taylor  Bulli 

2nd U12-13 Female  2x50m Patient Tow Relay Bulli A Bulli 

2nd U12 Female 50m Free w/fins Zara Sharman  Bulli 

2nd U19 Female Line Throw Bulli A Bulli 

2nd U15 Female  Line Throw  Bulli A Bulli 

2nd U15 Female  200m Super Lifesaver Mali Taylor  Bulli 

2nd Open Male 50m Free Daniel St George  
 

    
3rd U15 Female 200m Obstacle Race Sheree Farrell  Bulli 

3rd U14 Female 200m Obstacle Race Natasha Burke  Bulli 

3rd U12 Female 100m Obstacle Race Kiamana Fittock  Bulli 

3rd U15 Female 100m Manikin Tow w/fins Mali Taylor  Bulli 

3rd U15 Female 50m Free w/fins Sheree Farrell  Bulli 

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

  
2015 AUSTRALIAN SURF LIFE SAVING MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIPS  
@ North Kirra Beach, Gold Coast, Queensland 
 
1 Gold, 3 Silver, 4 Bronze 
 
 
1st  65-69 Male Surf Race Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow  

 

 
2nd  65-69 Male 1km Beach Run Ross Taylor Thirroul  

2nd 65-69 Male Rescue Tube Race Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow  

2nd 180 Yrs Male Surf Boat Austinmer Blue 

(Mark Davies, Steven Drysdale, Brendan MacAlpine 

& Daniel Weizman) 
 

 

Austinmer   

3rd 35-39 Male Surf Board Rescue Wollongong City Team A  
(Timothy Jennett & Michael Jennett) 

Wollongong City   

3rd  65-69 Male Surf Board Rescue Thirroul Team A  

(Euan Poulton & Ross Taylor) 

Thirroul  

3rd 65-69 Male Single Surf Ski Jeff Banks Fairy Meadow  

3rd 65-69 Male Surf Race Ross Taylor Thirroul  

 
 
 

2015 AUSTRALIAN SURF LIFE SAVING YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS  
@ North Kirra Beach, Gold Coast, Queensland 
 
2 Gold, 1 Bronze 
 
1st U15 Female Surfboard Riding Kiara Meredith Windang 

1st U15 Male Beach Relay Helensburgh-Stanwell Park Hornets 

(Kyle Attard, Brent Manning, Adam 

Newey & Brock Scrivener) 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 

3rd U15 Female Beach Flags Jazmine Yew Thirroul 

3rd U15 Male Beach Sprint Adam Newey Helensburgh-Stanwell Park 



 
 

  
  

 
 

2015 AUSTRALIAN SURF LIFE SAVING OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS  
@ North Kirra Beach, Gold Coast, Queensland 
 
2 Gold, 4 Silver, 3 Bronze 
 
1st U17 Female Beach Relay Beeyonces  

(Yvette Avery, Kate Lewis, Avalon Punch & 

Ella Saverton) 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

1st Open Surf Boat Relay Austinmer Blue  
(Jake Brackenreg-Cooper, Hayden Brown, 

Morgan Davies, Belinda Down, Tessa Harris, 

Corey Jackson, Aaron Jackson, Liam Jones, 
Steven Kenna, Renee Patison, Mitchell Stuart 

& Brock Walsh) 

Austinmer  

2nd U19 Female Beach Flags Keeleigh McCauley Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

2nd U19 Female Beach Sprint Kaitlin Mott Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

2nd U19 Female Beach Relay Bumblebees  

(Yvette Avery, Keeleigh McCauley, Kaitlin 
Mott & Avalon Punch) 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

2nd Open Male Surf Boat Team A  

(Benjamin Lowe, Heath Mercer, Daniel Porra 

& Den Roberts) 

Bulli  

    

3rd U17 Female Beach Flags Kate Lewis Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

3rd U19 Male Beach Relay Stingers 
(Timoth Burgmann, Emmett Gray, Dominic  

Keegan & Daniel McKellar) 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

3rd Open Female Beach Relay Queen Bees 

(Yvette Avery, Alana Humphries, Kaitlin 
Mott & Laura Shorter) 

 

Helensburgh-Stanwell Park  

 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 


